


DDeell   WWooooddss,,   SSeenniioorr  
RReeaall   PPrrooppeerrttyy  PPllaannnneerr

TThe District’s Real Property
department is the starting

gate for any potential land
purchases the District is con-
sidering. Del Woods, Senior
Real Property Planner, is the
resident expert regarding
many aspects of this function.
He is on the frontline evaluat-
ing the resources of potential
purchases, considering 
everything from watersheds 
to views and ultimately how it
all fits together in the greenbelt
puzzle. His knowledge of the
land is paramount when it comes to identify-
ing which lands lend themselves to shaping
the greenbelt as well as perhaps becoming a
good candidate for various grant programs.
Often times the envy of corporate friends tied
to desks, as he surveys and photographs the
stunning landscapes, his response with a
smile is simply “someone has to do it.” 

Del came to the District as a mid-year 
graduate from California Polytechnic State
University in the spring of 1975 with the
intention of fulfilling a 6-month internship. 
It wasn’t long before Del was “hooked” on 
an exciting job, something he says he really
hoped to achieve. 
In the past 30 years, Del has experienced
nearly every aspect of the District. His first
duties included creating a District-wide base
map system and working on the original 
master plan with the seven other employees. 
It was important to learn about the properties
and, at that time, there were two, totaling

240 acres in Santa Clara
County. In addition to 
planning tasks, his work
included everything from
building trails to plumbing
and he believes that willing-
ness to stretch, participate
at all levels, and step out-
side of the box is crucial 
in this field.
On working with the public,
he says the best approach
is always through sharing
information and education.
On looking toward the
future, he believes it is vital
to always think one step

ahead and look at the big picture.
When asked to choose a favorite highlight or
project in his career so far, it is hard for Del
to do. He particularly enjoys the unfolding of
projects and the fact that he has never done
the same thing twice; there is always a new
twist. He says his rewards from a job that
“borders on fun” are seeing the hills and
being able to witness people using the land,
particularly the children in their moment of
awe and enjoyment at Deer Hollow Farm in
Rancho San Antonio Preserve.
With the current Coastside Protection
Program in progress, the District is fortunate
to have Del’s insights to help work toward
saving a critically important part of the Bay
Area’s greenbelt.
Del currently lives in the Aptos hills on three
acres and has exchanged the free time he
used to spend as an avid cyclist with maintain-
ing his house and gardens, as well as looking
after his 5-year-old shepherd Sydney. 

DDiissttrriicctt  ssttaaffff  aanndd  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  wwhhoo  wwoorrkk  ttoo  pprreesseerrvvee  
aanndd  pprrootteecctt  nnaattuurraall   aanndd  ccuullttuurraall   rreessoouurrcceess

WWOORRKKIINNGG FF OO RR OOPP EE NN SSPPAACCEE

CCaall iiffoorrnniiaa  BBuucckkeeyyee

TThere is a new season approaching.
Looking up at the peninsula hills,

one can see that winter is already having
its influence on our landscapes. 
The California buckeye (Aesculus 
californica) is a dominant feature of 
this seasonal look. Once covered with 
attractive dark green leaves and fragrant
white to pale pink flower clusters, the
buckeye started the process of shedding
its leaves in mid-summer in order to 
conserve energy. It now stands out 
with its gray bark, barren crooked
branches, and large pendulous seeds.
The changed winter appearance of this
sturdy tree is so vastly different that
many mistake it as dead. One of the
first trees to leaf out in spring however,
it won‘t be long until it is quite apparent
from its broad, rounded crown that this
tree is very much alive. 
The buckeye, so named for the seed it
produces that resembles the eye of a
buck, has quite a rich history. Several
Native American tribes would make a
poultice from the base bark, which they
used to treat snakebites, and used the
toxins from the seeds to stupefy fish.
Although poisonous for humans to
ingest in its raw state, the tribes 
would also grind the seed, and after 
an extensive leaching process, use the
flour to make meal. Ground squirrels
are now the only inhabitants that eat the
encapsulated seeds that drop in winter. 
The buckeye is also referred to as the
horse chestnut, which makes sense since
the appearance of the seed, although
quite larger, can also be compared to
the common cultivated chestnut. In the
United Kingdom, children use the horse
chestnut to play “conkers,” where the
ultimate goal is to break open the 
opponents’
“conker.”
The buck-
eye can 
be found
at many 
of the
District’s
preserves,
including
Russian
Ridge, the
highlighted
preserve 
in this
newsletter
issue. 

WWII LL DD TTHHIINNGGSS

RRuussssiiaann  RRiiddggee  OOppeenn  SSppaaccee  PPrreesseerrvvee

PPRREESSEERR VV EE SS PPOOTTLLIIGGHHTT

(continued from page 1)

entered into its first License and Management Agreement within its Coastside
Protection Program area to manage this property. Rapley Ranch is located near 
the western boundary of the Preserve and overlooks scenic coastal hills and valleys,
including the extinct volcanoes of Mindego and Langley Hills. The ranch property
includes a densely forested canyon that makes up part of the headwaters of Mindego
Creek. This stream is an important spawning and nursery area for the federally
threatened steelhead trout and is potential habitat for the endangered Coho salmon,
which were historically present downstream in San Gregorio Creek. The property also
provides potential habitat for other special status species, including the red-legged
frog and the San Francisco garter snake. The District is pursuing grant funds to 
purchase this property in the future. 
A trail map for Russian Ridge Preserve is available on the District’s Web site at
www.openspace.org, or by contacting the District office at 650-691-1200.

Del Woods, Senior Real Property Planner
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California Buckeye Tree at Rancho
San Antonio Open Space Preserve
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California Conservation Corps, which included
spreading native seed mix, mulching with weed-
free rice straw, and planting native vegetation.

SSEEAASSOONNAALL TTRRAAIILL CCLLOOSSUURREESS
It’s that time of year again when seasonal trail
closures go into effect. Each year, because of
the District’s concern about visitor safety and
potential damage to trails, the District closes
certain trails to equestrian and bicycle use 
during the rainy season. Some trails may 
be re-opened if there is enough consistent 
dry weather between storms, while others will
remain closed for the duration of the season.

During their first winter, newly built trails are
closed to bicycles and equestrians to allow for
adequate trail compaction. Occasionally, emer-
gency closures may also take place as condi-
tions require. Although visitors may not be able
to ride a favorite trail for a few months, your
cooperation is needed to help keep the trails in
good condition and protect natural resources.
When visiting the preserves this winter, or any
time of the year, please look for trail closure
signs and comply with all closures.

For a complete listing of the 2005-2006 
seasonal trail closures and periodic updates,
including for El Corte de Madera Creek 

Preserve as a result of the Watershed
Protection Program, please visit the
District’s Web site at www.openspace.org
or call 650-691-2150 (enter 3).

SSIIEERRRRAA AAZZUULL &&  BBEEAARR
CC RR EE EE KK RR EE DD WW OO OO DD SS
OOPPEENN SSPPAACCEE PPRREESSEERRVVEESS
MMAASSTTEERR PPLLAANNNNIINNGG
The District held its second public workshop
for the Sierra Azul-Bear Creek Redwoods
Master Plan on November 10, 2005. 
The District presented summaries and
maps highlighting key challenges and
opportunities for land management 

and future visitor use based upon input and
property information previously collected. 

If you were not available to attend the 
workshop, but are interested in reviewing 
information presented at the meeting, the 
handouts and resource maps are available 
on the District’s Web site. A Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQ) document and 
survey results from the District's Stakeholder
Questionnaire are also available online for
review. Visit www.openspace.org/masterplan
for additional information.

TThhee  tthhiirrdd  ppuubblliicc  ppllaannnniinngg  
wwoorrkksshhoopp  iiss  tteennttaattiivveellyy sscchheedduulleedd  

ffoorr  eeaarrllyy  22000066..

FFIIEELLDD NNOOTTEESS

OOuurr  mmiissssiioonn  iiss  ttoo  aaccqquuiirree  aanndd  pprreesseerrvvee  aa  rreeggiioonnaall   ggrreeeennbbeelltt  ooff  ooppeenn  ssppaaccee  llaanndd  iinn  ppeerrppeettuuiittyy;;  pprrootteecctt  aanndd  rreessttoorree  
tthhee  nnaattuurraall   eennvviirroonnmmeenntt;;   aanndd  pprroovviiddee  ooppppoorrttuunniitt iieess  ffoorr  eeccoollooggiiccaall llyy  sseennssiitt iivvee  ppuubbll iicc  eennjjooyymmeenntt  aanndd  eedduuccaattiioonn..

Trail improvement work using a mini-excavator at El Corte
de Madera Creek Open Space Preserve.
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IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

IIn the fall 2005 issue of Open Space
Views, the District provided some

information on knowing what to do 
if an emergency occurs on the trail,
including being aware of the location 
of the closest phone or call box
because cellular telephones may not
have reception on the preserves.

The District would like to provide you
with some additional contact informa-
tion in the event that you have access 
to a phone (cellular with reception or
other) and an emergency has occurred
on a District preserve. The District’s 
24-hour emergency dispatch number 
is 650-968-4411. This phone number
is for emergency use only (fire, accident,
or other immediate threat to life or
property). District rangers and other
field staff are equipped with radios
and can radio for additional assistance
from local law enforcement and 
emergency response agencies. For 
any other District business, call the
District’s administrative office at 

650-691-1200. This phone number
is answered during regular business
hours, and voice mail is available
outside of regular hours. 

This 24-hour emergency dispatch
number is posted in all of the
District’s signboards located at 
the major preserve trailheads 
and is being included in future
printings of District preserve trail
brochures, which are also located 
at trailheads. This phone number 
is applicable whether you’re visiting
a District preserve in Santa Clara or
San Mateo County and only applies
to District related emergencies.

Pete Siemens◆ Ward 1 (Cupertino, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga) ◆ Mary C. Davey ◆ Ward 2 (Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Stanford, Sunnyvale)
Jed Cyr ◆ Ward 3 (Sunnyvale) ◆ Deane Little◆ Ward 4 (Los Altos, Mountain View) ◆ Nonette G. Hanko ◆ Ward 5 (East Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Stanford)

Larry Hassett◆ Ward 6 (Atherton, Menlo Park, Pescadero, Portola Valley, Redwood City, San Gregorio, Woodside)
Kenneth C. Nitz ◆ Ward 7 (El Granada, Half Moon Bay, Montara, Moss Beach, Redwood City, San Carlos, Woodside)

L. Craig Britton ◆ General Manager ◆ Kristi Altieri ◆ Open Space Views Editor ◆ RenŽe Fitzsimons◆ Outdoor Activities Editor

BBOOAARRDD OO FF DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS

(continued from page 1)

Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
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Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District
330 Distel Circle • Los Altos, California 94022-1404
Phone: (650) 691-1200 • Fax: (650) 691- 0485
E-mail: info@openspace.org • Web site: www.openspace.org
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BBEESSTT OO RR FFAAVVOORRIITTEE PPRREESSEERRVVEE OOVVEERRAALLLL
Three-way tie between Monte Bello, 
Rancho San Antonio, and Russian Ridge

BBEESSTT PPLLAACCEE TT OO SSEE EE WWIILLDDLLIIFFEE
Rancho San Antonio

“I’ve seen wildlife on many of the 
trails; it’s the time of day that makes 
the biggest difference. Go early! I’ve
seen coyotes, bobcats, and great birds
(California Thrashers, California Quail,
Wild Turkeys) on the road-like trail from
the main parking lot past the farm to 
the pond!”

BBEESSTT PPLLAACCEE TT OO PPIICCNNIICC
Picchetti Ranch

BBEESSTT PPLLAACCEE TT OO GGOO WWIITTHH CCHHIILLDDRREENN
Three-way tie between Los Trancos
(Earthquake Trail), Rancho San Antonio,
and Skyline Ridge

BBEESSTT PPLLAACCEE FFOORR PPHHOOTTOO TTAAKKIINNGG
Long Ridge

BBEESSTT WWAALLKK,,   HHIIKKEE,,   OO RR RRUU NN
Windy Hill

“This 7.5-mile loop takes you through
a variety of habitats and ascends to
Skyline Boulevard. It is the best!! Begin
with a visit to Sausal Pond; perhaps
you will be lucky and see the Green
Heron along the water’s edge. Then
head through the oaks and up the
Hamms Gulch Trail. The giant Douglas
Fir trees are magical. Stop for lunch 
at the picnic area on Skyline; on a
clear day you can see the Pacific
Ocean! Take the Anniversary Trail 
with sweeping views of San Francisco
Bay; a little side trail takes you up to
the top of Windy Hill -- look for deer
and coyotes on neighboring hills.
Descend on the steep Spring Ridge
Trail, where you may see an American
Kestrel or White-tailed Kite hovering
and looking for a meal in the grasses
below. Once back in the oaks, turn left
and take the Betsy Crowder Trail.”

BBEESSTT PPLLAACCEE TT OO MMOOUUNNTTAAIINN BBIIKKEE
El Corte de Madera Creek

“Tough call, but I’m a huge fan of the
North Leaf, Blue Blossom, the new
Crosscut, and the Resolution Trails at
El Corte de Madera Creek. But then
the Whittemore Gulch Trail at Purisima
Creek Redwoods is fabulous too...”

*Check trail conditions as the Whittemore
Gulch Trail is closed seasonally.

BBEESSTT PPAANNOORRAAMMIICC VVIIEEWW
Tie between Long Ridge and Russian Ridge

“Hickory Oaks trailhead (at Long
Ridge). The view at nearby Turtle 
Rock is the best!! Hike the ridge over 
to the Stegner Bench for more views.”

BBEESSTT PPLLAACCEE TT OO RRIIDDEE YYOOUURR HHOORRSSEE
Skyline Ridge and Windy Hill 

BBEESSTT PPLLAACCEE TT OO WWAALLKK YYOOUURR DDOO GG
Pulgas Ridge

The results are in! Thanks to all of you who submitted your vote for the best place or space on the District’s open space preserves. 
The choices listed below are your favorites, and some are followed by your added comments.

Background photos by MROSD:
Page 1, El Corte de Madera Creek Open Space Preserve • Page 2, Rancho San

Antonio Open Space Preserve • Page 11, Windy Hill Open Space Preserve
Page 12, Monte Bello Open Space Preserve

The winning entry, randomly selected to receive a District T-shirt, was submitted by Keith Hussinger of San Carlos, Ca.

Contributed comments have been edited 
slightly for clarity and space considerations.
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