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While the District has 26 open space preserves that encompass
over 57,000 acres, the greatest percentage of visitors prefer

Rancho San Antonio Preserve as their destination for outdoor 
recreation. The predominantly hiking and equestrian access Preserve
(bicycling is allowed on some trails east of Deer Hollow Farm) offers

3,800 acres of opportunity 
in addition to the adjacent
District-managed 165-acre
Santa Clara County Park. 
The appeal of the Preserve is
obvious, boasting a location
that requires very little travel
time and is host to many
unique features such as 
Deer Hollow Farm, a working 
farm managed through the
city of Mountain View; 
a site for model airplane 

enthusiasts to set their
dreams soaring; and a
small picnic site in the
North Meadow area of
the County Park. 

As one can probably
imagine, in today’s world
of instant messaging and
online reviews such a treasure as Rancho San Antonio Preserve is
no secret. In order to get the most elbow space and truly experience
the uniqueness of this location with fewer crowds, it is suggested
that you find time during the weekday or in the very earliest of the
morning hours to visit. 

The 24 miles of trail at this Preserve offer several route options
that will allow you to explore the diversity at your own pace. The
staff recommended hike below combines moderate inclines on
exposed chaparral slopes with periods of level ground under oak
woodland tree canopy.

M I D P E N I N S U L A  R E G I O N A L  O P E N  S P A C E  D I S T R I C T

QUARTERLY NEWS ON OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION AND PROGRAMS • WINTER 2008-2009

VIEWS

Rancho San Antonio Open Space Preserve

Photos this page, provided by Dan Clark

From the County Park equestrian parking lot, follow the
Coyote Trail out toward the Preserve where you will continue

uphill past the water tank and take a left at the trail junction that
leads you onto the PG&E Trail. Here you will continue up as the
view from Moffett Field and the Bay to downtown San Jose and
beyond emerges as occasional overhanging California bay trees
provide cover. (Note: those with more time may choose to con-
tinue on the PG&E Trail to the vista point and loop back on the
Upper High Meadow Trail.) Continuing on your loop excursion,
you will venture right as you head for the Upper Wildcat
Canyon Trail. Your senses will be amazed by a change in
scenery to nearly enclosed tree canopies lining either side of 
the trail. Continue past the hiking only entrance to the Wildcat

Loop Trail. Take the second right and travel up the Wildcat 
Loop Trail that will switchback through a mixture of woodlands
and chaparral as the sunlight mottled trail leads to a 5-way
intersection and a vista point complete with a bench for rest 
that provides an expansive window to the valley below. From
here the appropriately named High Meadow Trail will take you
past a small, but enticing meadow as you gradually descend
onto the Preserve ‘floor’ near the open barn at Deer Hollow
Farm. You may choose to have a look around the farm area or
continue on the Lower Meadow Trail, passing the tennis courts
and picnic area in the North Meadow. You will then cross the
main parking lot and South Meadow via the South Meadow
Trail to return to where you started your journey.

Rancho San Antonio Open Space Preserve

Approximate Miles: 5
Approximate Elevation Gain: 200 to 600 feet
Difficulty: Moderate

Rancho San Antonio 
Open Space Preserve
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Volunteers often cite “being outdoors” as one of the many
reasons they enjoy their work giving back to the community

through the District’s Volunteer Program. However, two very 
dedicated volunteers (both transplants from the East Coast) feel
that same sense of accomplishment while working indoors along-
side the staff in the District’s Administrative Office.

Angela Owen
Since 1994, Angela

Owen, born in Berlin,
Germany and a former
Bostonian, has been 
coming to the office on
Wednesday afternoons,
volunteering with diligence
and caring for multiple
projects that are important
both to her and the pro-
grams they support. It was
when the Peninsula Times
Tribune closed its doors in
1993 and Angela retired
from journalism that she discovered a volunteer opportunity 
with the District that offered her the flexibility she desired. With 
a Ph.D. in Musicology, and a professional history that includes
teaching in public schools, junior colleges, and adult education,
Angela came to the District with a wide range of experiences. 

Among Angela’s first
projects, and still the occa-
sional beast to tackle, was the
organizing and cataloging of
the District’s several thousand
photo slides. Through the
years, she has assisted multi-
ple departments, but she is
probably best known for 
the organization she helps
provide to the Public Affairs
Department. In addition to
the required upkeep of the
photo slides, Angela also
carefully maintains the

department’s collection of archive newsprint articles and works
on special projects. The project work she does for the District is
invaluable and, for her, it is the people, the work, and the feeling
of being useful that have kept her coming back all of these years.

In her time away from the District, Angela keeps very busy.
She volunteers at two different Palo Alto libraries and the Little
House Senior Center in Menlo Park, engages in tennis three days
a week, and plays the recorder (a flute-like instrument) with a
group of friends. When Angela does have a chance to enjoy the
District preserves, she is joined by Sid, her husband of 51 years,
and is prepared with a map of each location and a well kept
record of every trail they’ve visited to date.

Barbara Simpson
In a similar story, New

York-born Barbara Simpson
also came to the District in the
mid-1990s after her retirement
from the U.S. Geologic Survey.
With a previous knowledge of
the District and an immense
respect for its origin and 
mission, she called the District
with the hopes of volunteering
and began by helping with
miscellaneous office duties.
For quite some time now,
Barbara has been spending
her Thursday mornings entering trail use forms into a District
database that now holds over 23,000 records. It is these ranger
generated reports that have given her the appreciation she has
for the work done in the field. She says the reports show “how
very skilled the rangers need to be to do their jobs.” 

When she’s not volunteering, Barbara spends her time with
family, enjoys gardening, and learns new things through taking
classes. Barbara has visited about half of the District preserves
and has a few favorite spots. She enjoys Coal Creek Preserve 
for its spring waterfalls, Long Ridge Preserve for the beautiful
Peters Creek Trail, and Purisima Creek Redwoods Preserve for 
the easy-access Redwood Trail.

Angela Owen, Special Project Volunteer

Special Project Office Volunteers

Ever wanted to explore District preserves in Google Earth, or view District trails using your handheld GPS? Well now 
you can! District preserve data, including preserve boundaries, parking areas, trail data, and ward boundaries, is now

available for download. Visit www.openspace.org/preserves for more information.

Downloadable Handheld GPS District Data Now Available!

Barbara Simpson, Special Project Volunteer

The District’s mission is to acquire and preserve a regional greenbelt of open space land in perpetuity; protect and 
restore the natural environment; and provide opportunities for ecologically sensitive public enjoyment and education.

Frank Crossm
an

District staff and volunteers who work to preserve and protect natural and cultural resources

Long Ridge Open Space Preserve
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