
Did You Know…District open
space preserves are often

named after geological features 
of broad, general significance to
the preserve, or historical persons,
uses, or events largely associated
with the locale. Many of the
District’s preserve names are 
rooted in the Spanish language,
reflecting the Bay Area’s Spanish
influence and cultural history.
The following provide some 
examples.

El Corte de Madera Creek 
Open Space Preserve
Corte de Madera (pronounced
court-eh deh mah-deh-rah): the 
cutting of wood
Corte Madera: chopped wood

El Sereno Open Space Preserve
Sereno (a) (pronounced 
seh-reh-no): adj. calm, 
serene, tranquil; sober;
El Sereno: n. night watchman; 
chill felt in the very early morning
hours; night mist/dew
Al Sereno: in the open

La Honda Creek 
Open Space Preserve
Honda (o) (pronounced own-dah):
adj. deep. n. depth;
also Honda: n. sling; sling shot

Los Trancos Open Space Preserve
Trancos (pronounced tr-ahh-n-coe-s):
the strides or the distance traveled
in a single coordinated movement 
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Situated on the western slopes of the Santa
Cruz Mountains and overlooking Half Moon

Bay, Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space
Preserve is rich in history as well as landscape. 
As part of the original land grant in the area,
entitled “Cañada Verde y Arroyo de la Purisima,”
loosely translated to mean “green forest and
stream of the most pure,” the history can be
traced back to reveal the evolving use and
appreciation of the land. While the area was
hardly utilized by the Spaniards who owned 
the original grant, much use was made of the
land during the pioneer era when logging 
was an essential part 
of the growing West.
Once dense with old-
growth redwoods, 
the canyon became a
prime logging area in
the mid-1800s where
oxen moved the trees
felled by axe and saw.
It was after the intro-
duction of the steam
donkey engine in the
1880s that complete
devastation occurred
and, by the early 1900s, all but a few of the
original old-growth redwoods were gone. 

Purisima Creek Redwoods Preserve was
established with a $2 million gift from Save 
the Redwoods League in 1982. While we can
understand and interpret the previous use of 
the area, the few remaining old-growth and 
second-growth redwoods visitors see today will
be protected and allowed to flourish for genera-
tions to come. One species that benefitted from
the establishment of this particular Preserve is 

the marbled murrelet, 
a chunky little seabird 
that nests primarily in 
old-growth redwoods 
and is on the California
endangered and federally
threatened species lists.

Encompassing 3,360 acres, the Preserve
has 21 miles of trails and historic logging roads
that offer a variety of opportunities of different
levels for hikers, bikers, and equestrians. Visitors
can expect to be awed by the beauty of this
area, from the misty fog covered mornings and
views of the coast from the top of the Preserve,
to the lush ferns along the creek in the canyon,
to the larger redwoods in the lower portion of
the Preserve.

Purisima Creek Redwoods 
Open Space Preserve —

Hike, Bike, Ride, and Climb Your Way to Fun!
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La Honda Creek Master Plan Update
The revised Draft Master Plan for La Honda Creek Open Space
Preserve will be released for public review this spring, tentatively
scheduled for April/May 2009. The original release date, scheduled
for 2008, was postponed to allow time to review and incorporate
the extensive public comment regarding public access.
Please check the project Web site for updates on the revised Draft
Master Plan release date and future public meetings. A concise
list of the preliminary Draft Plan recommendations presented at
the December 2007 Open House are available on this Web site.
Refer to the Draft Implementation Table and the Draft Plan Maps. 
Public meeting notices are mailed to persons on the project mailing
list. If you would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact
Jeannie Buscaglia at 650-691-1200 or jbuscaglia@openspace.org.

Web site: www.openspace.org/plans_projects/la_honda_creek.asp

Email: lahondamasterplan@openspace.org

Late Spring/Summer 2009 Trail Openings

El Corte de Madera Creek Open Space Preserve
El Corte de Madera Creek Trail 
The El Corte de Madera Creek Trail, near gate CM01, is expected
to reopen as early as possible in late spring/summer 2009. The
stream channel restoration work was completed in fall 2008 and
three bridges were installed this past winter.

Giant Salamander Trail
The Giant Salamander Trail is also expected to reopen as early 
as possible in late spring/summer 2009. The road-to-trail con-
version work and stream channel restoration was completed in
fall 2008 on the western segment of trail and a series of new
bridges were installed this past winter.

Thornewood Open Space Preserve
The New Bridle Trail
The new Bridle Trail, which will connect with the existing Schilling
Lake Trail, will re-open when trail conditions are dry, as early as
possible in late spring/summer 2009. The trail construction was
completed in fall 2008 and closed to all use during its first winter
season to allow for optimal trail compaction.
Check the District’s Web site for updates on the trail openings.

of the four legs of a horse or other animal, 
completed when the legs return to their initial 
relative position.

Pulgas Ridge Open Space Preserve
Pulgas (pronounced pool-gahs): n. pl. fleas
Origin of the name thought to come from the
many fleas (maybe ticks mistaken for fleas?) that
were encountered by early Spanish explorers 
(not because the Preserve is dog friendly).
In fact, soldiers of the Portola expedition had
given the name Rancheria de las Pulgas to a
deserted village on Purisima Creek, approximately
10 miles from Rancho de las Pulgas. Rancho de
las Pulgas was a Spanish land grant originally
handed to José Darío Argüello. The grant covered
what are now the cities of San Mateo, Belmont,
San Carlos, Redwood City, Atherton, and Menlo
Park; about 35,000 acres.

Purisima Creek Redwoods 
Open Space Preserve
Purísima (pronounced pooh-ree-see-mah) accent
on the second syllable: the purest
Often used to refer to the purest/immaculate 
conception — Catholism (Purísima Concepción)

Wikipedia used as a source.

The wait is finally over! Drop by the 
District’s updated online store, and see
just how beautifully our new logo stitches
out! Don’t miss the latest product additions,
including a tasseled knit hat, a laptop 

messenger bag, a ladies’ hoodie,
and a men’s raglan tee. All store

proceeds help support purchase,
maintenance, and protection 

of open space lands.

F I E L D  N O T E S

Hit the trails in style! Visit www.openspace.org/store
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La Honda Creek Open Space Preserve

D I D  Y O U  K N OW ?
(continued from page 1)

When planning a visit to open space preserve trails
this spring, please see the Trail Conditions page at

www.openspace.org for a complete listing of trail conditions,
temporary or seasonal trail closures, and periodic updates,
or call the Trail Conditions Hotline at 650-691-2150 (enter
Option 3) or the District office at 650-691-1200.

District Online Store 
Re-launches with the New Logo



Nearly a decade ago, in April 1999,
Brendan Dolan came to work for the

District as a full-time, seasonal Open Space
Technician at the Skyline Field Office. A 
little over a year later, in November 2000,
Brendan officially joined the District as 
a permanent employee. In June 2005,
Brendan was promoted to Lead Open
Space Technician, with emphasis on 
maintenance and resource projects.

Prior to beginning his career with the
District, Brendan attended West Valley
College and earned an Associate of
Science degree in Park Management. The
Park Management Program is a two-year
curriculum designed to prepare students 
for jobs in parks, forests, and open space
districts through training in constructing and
maintaining trails, park maintenance, and
assessments of environmental impact on nat-
ural resources, among other subject areas.
While attending school, Brendan worked at
San Mateo County’s Huddart Park as a Park
Ranger Aide for one season and at a local
lumber store. The Park Management faculty
at West Valley College often assists students
in obtaining employment in active field posi-
tions, and many students go directly from
graduation to working in parks, forests, and
open space. This was Brendan’s path as one
of the instructors suggested a position with
the District as part of the maintenance staff
would be a good fit and, according to
Brendan, his instructor was right.

As a Lead Open Space Technician, 
Brendan maintains and brushes trails 
and guides the work of several seasonal
staff in the summer months. With the added
responsibility of the lead position, Brendan
is also involved in selecting, scheduling,
planning, and leading projects. A memo-
rable project for Brendan was his work 
on steps along the Soda Gulch Trail at
Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space
Preserve. The area is about a 20-minute
walk in from the western (Purisima Creek
Road) side of the Preserve and is located
near two footbridges about halfway along
the Soda Gulch Trail. Previously, the steps
were made of compacted dirt and often
became slippery from seasonal rains and
the frequent coastside valley fog. The new,
wooden replacement steps were created
using materials found on-site; likely the
result of the Preserve’s logging history. 
This project was rewarding for Brendan 
as it creatively incorporated “recycled”
materials from the Preserve itself.

Brendan enjoys working for the
District, in part due to the variety of 
projects and their locations, but also
because of the people he works with.
Brendan says, “My fellow crew members
believe in the District’s mission, which is
reflected in the work they do every day;
they care about stewardship and how
they’re protecting the land.”

When Brendan’s not busy caring 
for the District’s preserves and trails, 
he spends time at home in San Jose with 
his wife Debbie and his 20-month-old 
son Sean. Brendan enjoys soccer and
plays on a year-round men’s team and 
a co-ed team in the summer with his wife.
Of Irish descent, Brendan also regularly
returns home to visit family – he has six 
siblings (four brothers and two sisters) 
and two of his brothers and his mother 
continue to live in his native Ireland. 
He’s currently building a holiday home 
in Ireland with his siblings and may 
return permanently in his retirement
years.
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Brendan Dolan – Lead Open Space Technician 

District staff and volunteers who work to 
preserve and protect natural and cultural resources

Brendan Dolan – Lead Open Space Technician
Skyline Field Office

District Preserve
Data Now Available
in Customized
Google Maps

The District is pleased to announce 
the new and improved Preserve

Finder on it’s Web site, now powered 
by Google Maps. Use this customized
interactive map, which includes Google
Earth capability, to view ward and 
preserve boundaries, get directions 
to preserve parking lots, find trails,
obtain vegetation and geographical
data, and much more. Explore District
lands with this latest Web tool at:
www.openspace.org/preserve_finder.

A few of the more demanding
outings in the District can be found
here in the canyon. It’s essential that
you dress in layers and bring plenty
of water regardless of what the
weather is like when you leave your
home, as the climate here is bound
to be much cooler in the interior and
the climb out can be quite strenuous
and warm. If you’re up for the chal-
lenge, one recommended route is 
to experience the magnificence of 
the redwoods on a 10-mile hike
beginning from the main parking lot
(gate PC01) on Skyline Boulevard.
You’ll travel along the North Ridge
Trail and down Soda Gulch Trail to
the bottom of the canyon where you’ll
return on the Purisima Creek and
Whittemore Gulch Trails. Several old
mill sites will be passed along the way
giving you a glimpse back in time. 

For a less strenuous, but no less
enjoyable experience, a smaller park-
ing lot about 2 miles south of the main
lot (gate PC03A) offers access to the
Purisima Creek Trail and the specially-
surfaced, easy-access Redwood Trail.
This flat and easy 0.4-mile trail (one-
way) is suitable for all visitors, regard-
less of physical ability, and also offers
a restroom and picnic tables for a
pleasant lunch among the trees.

Purisima Creek
Redwoods Open
Space Preserve

W O R K I N G  F O R O P E N  S P A C E

PRESERVE SPOTLIGHT
(continued from page 1)

Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
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Wildflowers abound in spring. Threads of yellow, purple,
orange, blue, and red weave over the Bay Area’s

foothills. If one gazes beyond the wildflowers’ beauty, looking
further with an inquisitive eye, there is often even greater enter-
tainment offered by nature unfolding before you – the intricate
and ancient partnership between flower and insect.

Flowers and pollinating insects have physical characteristics
that have co-evolved, making them more likely to interact suc-
cessfully. A flower’s structure – flower type, shape, size, color,
scent, and nectar – are often predictors of what it attracts as a
pollinator. Flowers benefit from attracting a particular type of
pollinator, ensuring its pollen will be carried to another flower 
of the same species with the end result of successful reproduction.
Pollinating insects benefit from their adaptation to a particular
flower type by ensuring that it will be able to find and access
important food resources – nectar and pollen. 

Insects that are part of these mutually beneficial relationships
generally have certain characteristics. In addition to their interest
in nectar and pollen, they must have mouth parts shaped for
eating these substances, furry bodies to which pollen will cling,
and wings to travel far enough to distribute the pollen widely.
An insect’s physical characteristics consist of six legs, three body
parts (head, thorax, and abdomen), a hard exoskeleton (an
external skeleton that supports and protects an animal’s body),
and compound eyes (the two large many-faceted eyes placed
on each side of the head of insects). In addition, most insects
have a pair of antennae and one or two pairs of wings. Bees,
butterflies, and beetles are among some of the most important
insect pollinators, as they pollinate gardens and crops, making
possible foods such as chocolate, nuts, and most fruits. 

Bees are the champion pollinators, by far the most effective of
all insect pollinators. In the United States, there are over 4,000
species of native bees. Familiar bees visiting garden flowers are

the yellow and black
striped bumblebees,
metallic-green sweat
bees, leafcutter bees,
and the non-native
honeybee. Bees make
excellent pollinators
because these flower-
seeking pollen magnets
spend most of their
time collecting pollen –
a source of protein –
and nectar – a mixture
of water and sugars
produced by plants –
for food for themselves

and their offspring. When a bee lands on a flower, the hairs
all over the bee’s body attract pollen through electrostatic forces.
Stiff hairs on the legs enable them to groom the pollen into 
specialized brushes or pockets on their legs or body. Individual
bees tend to focus on one kind of flower at a time, which means

it’s more likely that pollen from one flower will be transferred
to another flower of the same species by a particular bee. In
some flowers, generally primitive types such as the buttercup,
there is nothing to guide the bee. The petals are spread in a
horizontal circle. The bee can land on them anywhere, facing
any direction. The bee may waste valuable time and energy
looking for the pollen and nectar. Other flowers have aids to
guide the bee such as landing platforms – enlarged petals – and
honey-guides – striping or specialized coloration or patterns 
on the petal.

Butterflies are very active by day, they are sun lovers, and
they visit a variety of wildflowers. Butterfly flowers bloom in the
daytime and often close at night. Butterflies are less efficient than
bees at moving pollen between plants. Perched high on their long,
thin legs, they don’t pick up much pollen on their bodies and lack
specialized structures for collecting it. Butterflies, however, are
important to many flowers with deep nectaries. They rest on the
large landing pad of a flower’s petal and probe for and eat only
nectar – their flight fuel – which they suck up through their very
long tongues. Their
tongues commonly
equal the insect’s body
in length. Butterflies
have good vision but 
a weak sense of smell.
Unlike bees, butterflies
can see red.

Beetles comprise
the largest set of polli-
nating animals. Beetles
were among the first
insects to visit flowers
as fossil records indi-
cate that beetles were
abundant during the
Mesozoic Era (about 200 million years before present). They
remain important pollinators today, especially for native species
such as spice-bush and the California poppy, despite their
reputation of bordering on being an unwelcome guest. There
are beetle species that pollinate flowers, but usually do it because
they like to eat the flower itself. Beetles cause enough damage
eating their way through petals and other floral parts that only
a few plants find them useful as pollinators. Beetles have wings,
but they don’t fly rapidly from blossom to blossom. Their
smooth, hard bodies don’t easily pick up and hold pollen.
Research has shown that beetles are capable of color vision.

Variable Checkerspot Butterfly on Honeysuckle

(continued on page 16)

Yellow-faced Bumble Bee on Bird’s Beak
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Ornate Checkered Beetle on Western 
Morning Glory
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The Three B’s of Pollination:
Bees, Butterflies, and Beetles




