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PRESERVE .
Snr e St Joseph's Hill Open Space Preserve

Located between the Town of Los Gatos visitors, however, may still notice the monkeyflower, Calfornia sagebrush, and
and Lexington Reservoir, St. Joseph’s Hill remnants of abandoned vineyards on silk tassel begin the list of impressive and
Open Space Preserve combines commanding the upper slopes of St. Joseph’s Hill — a diverse flora that visitors may encounter
views with rich vegetation, historical impor- reminder of the Jesuits wine-making history.  while navigating the sometimes rocky and
tance, and a convenient location, making Today the Preserve offers approximately occasionally steep trails of this Preserve.
it a popular destination for dog owners, 4 miles of trails for public

runners, hikers, and bicyclists alike. A joint enjoyment. While small in
effort with the Town of Los Gatos, St. Joseph’s  size (at 270 acres) relative

Hill Preserve was purchased in 1982 as to other District preserves,
an undeveloped portion of the Novitiate St. Joseph’s Hill Preserve
property. Jesuit seminarians first lived trails offer connecting loop
atop St. Joseph’s Hill in 1888, finding an options loaded with a variety
isolated and serene area where they could of plant life, from the intermit-
study, pray, harvest grapes, and make tently shady northern side to
wine. Today, the vineyards and the Jesuit the more exposed chaparral
novices are gone, as the Jesuits closed the southern half. Manzanita,

Novitiate as a teaching center in 1967 due  California bay, oaks, toyon,
to declining enroliment. Observant Preserve  hollyleaf cherry, sticky

-
Staff ReCO m m e n d ed O u tl n g . St. Joseph’s Hill Open Space Preserve
Beginning at the Jones Trail (gate SJO3), you'll climb steeply moments of protection from the overhead sun before you reach

uphill for a short distance through a mixture of bay, the top of 1,250-foot St. Joseph’s Hill. The panoramic view from
madrone, and oak trees. The trail continues for 0.5 miles the split rail fence-lined hilltop includes Santa Clara Valley, Sierra
before reaching the Novitiate Trail. You’ll turn right to take Azul Open Space Preserve, with an unobstructed view all the
the Novitiate Trail, continue straight—past the Manzanita Trail way to Mt. Umunhum, and, of course, Lexington Reservoir.
intersection to the right, and follow along as manzanita and Resuming your hike, you’ll continue on the Manzanita Trail

soap root dot this wide trail. It will be less than 0.5 miles before as it descends past a stand of young California oak trees, the

you encounter a 4-way trail intersection where you will take the g ,ccassful result of work done with Caltrans as part of an oak
Manzanita Trail (the 0.1 trail segment on the trail map). It’s on

this trail, as you first pass the lower then the upper Brothers
Bypass Trails, that the scenery changes. The Preserve’s terrain

(continued on page 15)

comes into view and the sky is exposed, the freeway below Level of Difficulty: Easy to Moderate
becomes less visible and audible, and the Preserve takes on Distance: 3 miles
a more remote feel. Several oak trees line the trail, offering Elevation Gain: 650 feet

N | Time: 2.5 hours

.




El Corte de Madera
Creek Trail ~ OPEN

The El Corte de Madera Creek Trail
is now open to all use.

The El Corte de Madera Creek Trail
project included trail upgrades, bridge
construction, and other restoration work.

Giant Salamander Trail ~ OPEN

The Giant Salamander Trail is now
open to all use.

The Giant Salamander Trail restoration

project combined an improvement in public

access and reduction of the human foot-
print in El Corte de Madera Creek Open
Space Preserve. The District’s Skyline crew

removed culverts and sediment from several

significant drainages and replaced them
with bridges, narrowed an erosion prone
former logging road to a sustainable
multi-use trail, and installed numerous
sediment reduction measures. Please
enjoy the trail responsibly.

Northern Area Only ~
Temporary Trail Closure

The northern area of Ravenswood Open
Space Preserve, abutting the Dumbarton
Bridge, is currently closed for salt pond
restoration work as part of the South Bay
Salt Pond Restoration Project.

South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project
The South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project

is a multi-agency, joint federal and state
effort (Fish and Wildlife Service, California
State Coastal Conservancy, California

Department of Fish and Game, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, and local
water districts) aimed at restoring
15,100 acres of commercial salt
ponds at the south end of San
Francisco Bay to a mix of tidal marsh,
mudflat, and other wetland habitats.

Phase 1 of the restoration project,
initiated in March 2009, focuses on
restoring a former commercial salt
pond (known as Ravenswood Salt
Pond SF2) into a natural tidal wetland
that will support wildlife such as shore-
birds. The restoration work will also:

Create several nesting islands within
the interior of the former salt pond
Install inlet and outlet channels in the
levee to allow bay water to circulate
Create wildlife viewing opportunities
for the public along the edge of the
restored salt pond

Replace and extend the unimproved
shoreline levee trail with an Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA)-accessible trail
along the entire length of the shoreline
Construct new visitor facilities, including
two wildlife viewing platforms, a kiosk,
chemical toilets, and benches.

Bridle Trail, Thornewood Open Space Preserve

a

Great Egret (on left) with Snowy Egret at Baylands

The project will not only increase public
awareness of the South Bay Salt Pond
Restoration effort, but will also dramatically
improve the public’s shoreline experience
and access by all visitors. The project
complements the District’s continuing role in
preserving open space in the Ravenswood
area and promotes inter-agency collabo-
ration to fill in the remaining gaps in the
San Francisco Bay Trail.

The northern shoreline trail at Ravenswood
Open Space Preserve is expected to reopen
by the end of 2010 upon completion of the
restoration project. For more information,
visit http://www.southbayrestoration.org/.

Bridle Trail ~ OPEN

The new Bridle Trail is now open to hiking
and equestrian use. Dogs on leash are
also allowed on the trail.

The Bridle Trail serenely winds through
second-growth redwood and Douglas fir
forest, and oak canopy between Dennis
Martin Creek to the east and Schilling
Lake Trail to the west.

Updated trail maps featuring the new
Bridle Trail are now available, and can
be found at the Preserve trailhead (near
gate TWO1A), on the District’s Web site,
or by contacting the District.

New! Preserve Finder Powered by Google Maps

id you know the District’s new and improved Preserve Finder is now powered by Google Maps? Launched in spring 2009,
this customized, interactive, on-line map enables users to:

View ward and preserve boundaries
Get directions to preserve parking lots

Find and explore District trails
Obtain vegetation and geographical data

Features and updates continue to be added to this Web site tool.

You can find this new tool at: www.openspace.org.
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WORKING ForR OPEN SPACE

District staff and volunteers who work to
preserve and protect natural and cultural resources

Tom Lausten ~ Supervising Ranger
Foothills Field Office

Tom Lausten is one of the District’s most
seasoned staff members, having worked
23 years on behalf of the District as of this
past spring. Tom knows the
Foothills Area preserves
well, as he’s served at

the Foothills Field Office
throughout the length of his
career as a District ranger.

Like many others in his
field of work, Tom always
knew he wanted to be a
ranger. He attended the
Park Management program
at West Valley College and
continued his education at
California State University,
Sacramento, earning a
bachelor’s degree in
Recreation and Park Administration.
Tom began his career with Santa Clara
County Parks working as a seasonal
staff member for seven years. In 1986,
Tom was hired as a District ranger and,
in 1991, he was promoted to senior
ranger. Shortly thereafter the position
was re-classified to what is now referred
to as supervising ranger.

Tom’s position as a supervisor has
greater administrative responsibility and
often calls for input on decisions that require
a regional perspective. As a supervising
ranger, Tom oversees a staff of five rangers.
Tom enjoys looking for opportunities to
bring out the strengths of the people he
supervises, training new employees, and
providing guidance to staff. He adds that
“he’s fortunate to work with great people.”

In addition to the people, the job variety
is also in large part what has kept Tom at
the District for more than two decades.
“Expect the unexpected, as there’s no such
thing as a typical day,” Tom says. The
District’s acreage provides a huge regional
area for staff to work in and rangers are
afforded discretion as to where they would

Tom Lausten, Supervising Ranger

most effectively spend their time on patrol.
Tom enjoys the public contact with preserve
visitors, as they’re as diverse as the variety
of tasks he may be charged
with in a day. The people
Tom meets out on the
trails are fascinating;
they represent all types of
professional backgrounds
and a cross-section of the
community. Being outdoors
is also a great benefit of
the job.

When asked about
what has been most
notable to Tom over the
last 23 years, he shares,
“the growth of the organi-
zation and the growth of
the land protected.” In
1986, about 25 employees worked on
behalf of the District and the District was
shy of 30,000 acres preserved. Today, the
District employs over 100 staff members
and has preserved more than 57,000
acres. “The Bay Area is unique as there
are not a lot of urban areas with ‘green
space,”” Tom says. Although not as clear to
Tom when he began working for the District
during the District’s teenage years, today the
visual backdrop of ‘green space’ serves as
a daily reminder of the early vision of the
greenbelt and what the District’s role was
going to be in its creation.

Tom is a Bay Area native, .‘ﬂ e
growing up in Sunnyvale, and pye T3

currently living in San Jose with
his wife Genny and their cat Lola.
Tom is a sports fanatic and is
known to seasonally frequent
some of the area’s local profes-
sional sports teams. In addition,
Tom enjoys gardening, going to
the gym, dining out, wine — both
tasting and acquiring, and travel
— Argentina is on Tom’s future list
of travels. #{
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Support Our
Open Spaces!

Sign up for a new license plate that
supports local conservation projects.
The Bay Area Special License Plate
program will benefit the California
State Coastal Conservancy’s San
Francisco Bay Area Conservancy
Program, which provides funding to
preserve open space, restore and care
for habitat and wetlands, enable public

access, trails, and education

centers,

protect farmland, and provide for

other environmental projects
nine-county Bay Area.

in the

Sign up for this special license
plate and you’ll be protecting the
Bay Area for future generations.
To register or to learn more about
this program, visit the Web site:

bayarealicenseplate.org. =
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Karl Gohl

Rancho San Antonio Open Space Preserve

The District’s mission is to acquire and preserve a regional greenbelt of open space land in perpetuity; protect and

restore the natural environment; and provide opportunities for ecologically sensitive public enjoyment and education.

Mindego Hill,
Russian Ridge
Open Space
Preserve
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