
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE:  April 11, 2018 

 

MEMO TO:  MROSD Board of Directors   
 

THROUGH:  Ana Ruiz, AICP, Acting General Manager   

 
FROM:  Joshua Hugg, Governmental Affairs Specialist 

  

SUBJECT:  State budget request to support District purchase of San Jose Water Company land 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY 
 

Senator Beall and Assemblymember Kalra submitted the attached letter to the Senate and 

Assembly Budget Committee Chairs requesting $10 million from the Habitat Conservation Fund 

(HCF) to support the purchase of the San Jose Water Company lands in the Upper Guadalupe 

and Los Gatos Creek watersheds (Attachment 1). 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

Passage of the District-sponsored bill SB 492 (Beall) in October 2017 has enabled the District to 

begin the groundwork to acquire 6,350 acres of San Jose Water Company lands in the Upper 

Guadalupe and Los Gatos Creek watersheds (Attachment 2).  Preliminary cost estimates for the 

acquisition exceed District allocations.  Therefore, outside funding is critical to enable the 

purchase. Desiring to assist with completing the transaction, Senator Jim Beall formulated a state 

budget allocation request of $10 million to be drawn from the state’s Habitat Conservation Fund 

to supplement District funds.  He has also, with District assistance, recruited Assemblymember 

Ash Kalra to put forward a parallel request in the State Assembly to increase its chances of 

passage.  Co-signing the request are many of the legislators who supported SB 492: 

 Senator Jerry Hill 

 Assemblymember Marc Berman 

 Assemblymember Kansen Chu 

 Assemblymember Kevin Mullin 

 Assemblymember Mark Stone 

 

NEXT STEPS 
 

District staff will actively support the offices of Senator Beall and Assemblymember Kalra in 

recruiting support from local and state partners, as well as meeting with state legislators as 

necessary. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Budget request letter to Senate and Assembly Budget Committee Chairs  

2. Map of San Jose Water Company lands under consideration 
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