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MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT
GRANT AGREEMENT




This agreement (the “Grant Agreement”) contains the terms and conditions of a grant in the amount of $_______ (the “Grant”) from the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (“District”) to ________ (“Grantee”).  The District and Grantee may collectively be referred to as “Party” or “Parties.”
 
By signing this Grant Agreement, the District and Grantee agree to the following terms and conditions regarding the Grant. 
1. Grant Purpose 
The purpose of this Grant is to provide funding for [brief description of project] (“Grant Purpose”).
2. Use of Grant Funds
Grantee must use Grant funds, and any income earned on those funds, for the Grant Purpose only.  Use of the Grant funds must conform to the approved work plan and project budget, as further described in Attachment 1. Grantee expenditures funded by Midpen must occur within the time frame of the grant period as indicated in Section 12 of this Grant Agreement.

3. Grant Payments   
The District will disburse Grant funds up to four times per year, subject to the terms and conditions of this Grant Agreement. Payment requests must include a Reporting Form, Reimbursement and Budget Tracking Sheet, and required documentation for proof of expenses including, but not limited to, timesheets, mileage logs, invoices, and receipts, as further described in Attachment 2 (Reimbursement Requirements). In the event the District terminates the Grant Agreement, payment will be made only for eligible costs incurred prior to the date of the District’s notice of termination. Grantee acknowledges that the District and its representatives have made no actual or implied promise of funding, except for the amounts and on the terms expressed in this Grant Agreement. The District will determine any future funding in its sole discretion.
4. Grant Reports   
Grantee will submit a Progress Report (Reporting Form) to the District with each payment request. Progress reports must contain a brief description of what has been achieved towards advancing the objectives of the District-approved work plan in Attachment 1 (Approved Work Plan and Budget). Additionally, Grantee will submit a Year 1 Report (Reporting Form) no later than June 30 of the first year of the grant period and a Final Report (Reporting Form) no later than June 30 of the second year of the grant period or 30 days after project completion, whichever is sooner. 
5. Compliance with Laws  
Grantee agrees to comply with all laws and regulations applicable to all of its activities associated with this Grant. Include when applicable for the Grantee project: Grantee will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental review is conducted, and any necessary permits are secured prior to initiation of the approved work plan, as described in Attachment 1.
6. Remedies and Termination 
If the District determines, in its reasonable discretion, that Grantee has failed to or is unable to carry out any provision of this Grant Agreement, including but not limited to making reasonable progress towards the achievement of the Grant Purpose, the District may elect to withhold further Grant payments under this or any other Grant Agreement or terminate this Grant Agreement. The District may also demand return of all or part of any Grant funds not properly spent. Prior to terminating or curtailing the Grant, the District will give Grantee thirty (30) days’ advance written notice to respond to and resolve the issues, but the determination to continue, curtail, or terminate the Grant will remain in the District’s sole discretion. 
7. Entire Agreement, Severability 
This Grant Agreement supersedes any prior oral or written understandings or communications between the parties and constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the Grant.  In the event that any term, condition, provision, requirement or specification set forth in this body of the agreement conflicts with or is inconsistent with any term, condition, provision, requirement or specification in any exhibit and/or attachment to this Agreement and/or the District’s Grant Solicitation, the provisions of this body of the agreement shall prevail.  The provisions of this Grant Agreement are severable so that if any provision is found to be invalid or illegal, that finding will not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining provisions. 
8. Permits for Entry on District Lands
If Grantee will enter onto District lands to carry out purposes of the grant project, Grantee shall obtain a District permit prior to commencing project and shall always carry a valid District-issued permit on District lands.  Grantee further warrants that he/she will obtain a signed waiver, as further described in Attachment 3, from any and all research partners (who are not District employees) prior to entering District lands and provide such waiver(s) to a District representative. If evidence of insurance coverage is required, District will inform Grantee of such requirements in advance of issuing a permit. Activities on District lands shall conform to the District-approved work plan in Attachment 1 and Grantee must have all activity participants entering District lands sign a release of liability, in a form substantially similar to Attachment 4, and provide such form(s) to a District representative.

9. Acknowledgment
Grantees may be required to identify the District during public announcements and in printed or web-based public materials relating to the project.  Grantees must request a Midpen logo file and acknowledgment guidance prior to use.  Grantees should be prepared to give a presentation to the District’s Board of Directors, if requested.

10. Information Sharing 

Grantee shall provide a courtesy copy of data gathered on research projects funded in whole or in part with Grant funding.  Grantee shall provide advance drafts of research papers/reports prior to publication.

11. Amendment and Modification
Grantees seeking changes to the scope or budget (greater than 10% from a budget category) must obtain District’s prior written approval.  Changes in project scope must meet the Grant Purpose described in the original grant application. 
12. Term
This Agreement shall be effective for up to two years from the date of its full execution, unless terminated earlier. Work to commence no sooner than July 1, 2026.
13. Indemnification (choose the appropriate clause only and delete the other)
For non-government entity: Notwithstanding any other provision of this Grant Agreement, Grantee agrees to defend, hold harmless and indemnify District, its officers and employees, and each and every one of them, from against any and all actions, damages, costs, liabilities, claims, demands, losses, judgments, penalties, costs and expenses of every type and description, including, but not limited to, any fees and/or costs, reasonable attorney fees, and any fees and expenses incurred in enforcing this provision (hereafter collectively referred to as “Liabilities”), including but not limited to Liabilities arising from personal injury or death, damage to personal, real, or intellectual property or the environment, contractual or other economic damages, or regulatory penalties, to the extent any of Liabilities arise out of, pertain to, or relate to the Grantee’s performance of this Grant Agreement or obligations stated herein, whether or not (i) such Liabilities are caused in part by a party indemnified hereunder or (ii) such Liabilities litigated, settled or reduced to judgment; provided that the foregoing indemnity does not apply to liability for any damage or expense for death or bodily injury to person or damage to property to the extent arising from the negligence or willful misconduct of District.  The foregoing does not limit any strict liability imposed onto the Grantee by law.  The rights, duties, and obligations of the Parties as set forth above in this Section 13, Indemnification, survive termination, expiration, and suspension of this Agreement.

For government entity: In lieu of and notwithstanding the pro rata risk allocation, which might otherwise be imposed between the Parties pursuant to Government Code Section 895.6, the Parties agree that all losses or liabilities incurred by a Party shall not be shared pro rata but, instead, District and Grantee agree that, pursuant to Government Code Section 895.4, each of the Parties hereto shall fully indemnify and hold each of the other Parties, their officers, board members, employees, and agents, harmless from any claim, expense or cost, damage or liability imposed for injury (as defined in Government Code 810.8) occurring by reason of the negligent acts or omissions or willful misconduct of the indemnifying Party, its officers, employees, or agents, under or in connection with or arising out of any work, authority, or jurisdiction delegated to such Party under this Agreement.  No party, nor any officer, board member, or agent thereof shall be responsible for any damage or liability occurring by reason of the negligent acts or omissions or willful misconduct of the other Party hereto, its officers, board members, or agent thereof shall be responsible for any damage or liability occurring by reason of the negligent acts or omissions or willful misconduct of the other Party hereto, its officers, board members, employees, or agents, under or in connection with or arising out of any work authority or jurisdiction delegated to such other Party under this Agreement.  The rights, duties, and obligations of the Parties as set forth above in this Section 13 Indemnification, survive termination, expiration, and suspension of this Agreement.

MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN		 	GRANTEE	
SPACE DISTRICT 				 		[NAME OF ORGANIZATION]


By:                                                      				By:                                                    	       Ana Ruiz, General Manager	
								Name:                                               	       

Date:                                                    			Title:                                                	 

		Date:                                               					    
Attest:	                                               		
Maria Soria, District Clerk



Approved as to form:                                                 	
Hilary Stevenson, General Counsel	




Attachment 1
Approved Work Plan and Budget


Project Scope
[insert project scope]

Project Deliverables
· Progress Reports submitted with Reimbursement Request
· Year 1 Report submitted by June 30th of the first year of the grant period
· Final Report submitted by June 30th of final year of the grant period, or 30 days following completion of project, whichever is sooner
· Pictures of funded activities with photo releases

Project Schedule
[insert project schedule]

Project Budget*
[insert project budget]
*Changes within a budget category are allowable up to 10% without prior approval.  Changes over 10% need to be approved by grant officer.

Project Team
[insert project team bios/contact information]

Midpen Contacts
[insert contacts]



Attachment 2
Reimbursement Requirements

Reimbursements
Reimbursement requests must be accompanied by documentation that details the work performed over the reporting period, a budget report that demonstrates which funds are being requested for reimbursement against the fund balance, and appropriate receipts or other necessary documentation. Midpen has designed the forms and procedures to keep organizational effort to the minimum for grantees.
Eligible Costs
Grant funds may be used to cover expenses related to the implementation of proposed projects within the approved project budget. Eligible expenses must be incurred during the performance period as specified in the grant agreement.
	ELIGIBLE COSTS
	
	

	Budget Item
	Eligible Cost
	Required Documentation

	Salaries, Wages, and Benefits (Personnel)
	Salaries and wages of employees employed by the grantee who are directly engaged in the execution of the grant project. Benefits include employer contribution of fringe benefits.
	Timesheets or similar documentation detailing days and hours worked on the project.

	Consultants and Contractors
	Direct consultant and contractual services necessary to achieve the objectives of the grant.
	Invoices from consultant/contractor identifying expenditure, services performed, and period of services.

	Travel
	Travel costs associated with travel to and from project sites, meetings, etc., directly related to the grant project. Costs must be considered reasonable and necessary for the completion of the project.
	Receipts identifying travel costs (i.e., lodging, rental cars). Mileage must be documented by either employee travel claims or vehicle mileage logs for vehicles owned by the grantee.

	Equipment and Supplies
	Supplies and/or equipment required for project or program execution. Purchased supplies and/or equipment are to remain in the possession of the grantee during and after project completion.
	Receipts identifying item purchased, cost, and date of purchase. Use of grantee equipment must be substantiated with an equipment usage log that identifies the equipment used, rate, and total rental cost. 

	Indirect Costs
	Indirect costs are costs associated with doing business that are of a general nature and are incurred to benefit two or more functions within the grantee organization. 
	Up to 10% of budget may be for indirect costs.


Ineligible Costs
The following activities and costs are not eligible: 
· Conducting lobbying, carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation or political decision-making
· Influencing the outcome of any specific election through any means
· Purposes other than those that are charitable, scientific, or educational
· Fundraising
· Budget shortfalls or endowment funds
· Scholarships, fellowships, or grants to individuals
· Land acquisition or real estate purchases
· Costs incurred before or after the project performance period
· Late fees, penalties, and bank fees
Reporting
Short-form reports are to be submitted with reimbursement requests up to four times/year (as determined by the grantee) using a template provided at the time of the award. Year 1 narrative report due by June 30th, using a template provided at the time of the award. Final narrative report will be due by June 30th of year 2, or 30 days after completion of grant, whichever is sooner. 
Liability Release Form and Permission Requirements for Minors
To engage in activities on Midpen lands, participants need to submit an activity sign-in sheet liability release form as shown in attachment 4. For minors to participate, a parent or guardian must sign a release form which will be confirmed at the time of funding agreement execution. These forms must be submitted to Midpen before the activity occurs. Refer to attachment 4 for more details.








Attachment 3
 Grantee Waiver


Name of Grantee or designee (please print): _______________________________________ (“Grantee”)

READ CAREFULLY AND COMPLETELY
By Signing this Waiver and Release I Understand and Agree To the Following:

1. I understand that visiting District property (the “Property”) for the purpose [describe study here] is a voluntary act on my part and that I am voluntarily participating in this activity.
2. By participating in this activity, I assume certain risks and I hereby waive certain rights.

ASSUMPTION OF RISK

Grantee understands and has been informed that there are numerous general safety hazards on the Property, including but not limited to dangerous and/or poisonous wildlife, abrupt changes in weather, steep drop-offs, unmaintained roads and paths, falling hazards, and trip and fall hazards.  Grantee understands that activities in and around the closed areas of District property expose Grantee to the risk of serious injury.  

HOLD HARMLESS/WAIVER OF LIABILITY

Grantee understands that he/she may incur personal injury, death, or property damage in the course of visiting the Premises, caused by the presence of a variety of physical hazards both natural and man-made.  Injury or death may result from an accident or from the misconduct of a third person.  For the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (the “District”) to allow the Grantee to participate in the activity, Grantee hereby accepts and expressly assumes all risk of such injury or death.  Grantee agrees to hold harmless, release and discharge the District, its officers, employees and servants from all liability arising out of, or in connection with Grantee’s participation in the above-described activity, including travel, even liability arising from the district’s negligence.  For the purposes of this agreement, liability means all claims, demands, losses, expenses (including attorneys’ fees), causes of action, suits, or judgments of any and every kind that Grantee, and his/her heirs, executors, administrators or assignees may have against the District, or that any other person or entity may have against the District, because of any death, personal injury or illness, or because of any loss of or damage to Grantee’s property, that occurs during the above described activity and that results from any cause including the District’s negligence.

I have read the above and understand its terms.  I execute it voluntarily and with full knowledge of its significance.

______________________________________________		__________________________
Signature (Grantee)							Date

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY, PLEASE CONTACT:	

______________________________________________		__________________________
Full Name (please print)							Telephone




Attachment 4
Activity Sign-in Sheet and Release of Liability
[image: ]
	Date:

	Activity Title:


	Preserve:

	Leader(s)/Sweep(s):
	Type of Activity:



In consideration of being permitted to participate in a Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District ("District") sponsored activity, I for myself, my personal representatives, heirs, and assigns, agree as follows:

ASSUMPTION OF RISK

By my signature below, I acknowledge that I have voluntarily requested to participate in this activity. I understand that this activity may involve hazards and unknown risks, including, but not limited to, trail conditions, weather, or other natural or artificial hazards.  I fully assume all risks of participating in the activity.

RELEASE OF LIABILITY

I hereby release, discharge, covenant not to sue, and agree to indemnify, save and hold harmless the District, its respective officials, volunteers, administrators, agents, and employees (each considered one of the "Releasees" herein) from all liability, claims, demands, losses, or damages for personal injury, death, property damage, or other risks which I may incur as a result of participating in the activity caused or alleged to be caused in whole or in part by the negligence of the "Releasees", including, but not limited to, negligent rescue operations. I fully understand that the activity may involve risks and dangers of serious bodily injury, including permanent disability, paralysis and death. These risks and dangers may be caused by my own actions, or inactions, the actions or inactions of others participating in the activity, the conditions in which the activity takes place, or the negligence of the "Releasees". There may be other risks and social and economic loses either not known to me or not readily foreseeable at this time; and I fully accept and fully assume all such risks and all responsibility for losses, costs and damages I incur as a result of my participation in the activity.

TRAIL CONDITIONS

Some common conditions you may encounter on the trail include, but are not limited to, the presence of poison oak, ticks, rattlesnakes, wildlife, and trail users.  Some trails are wide and smooth, while others may be steep, narrow, muddy, overgrown, rutted, in remote locations, and/or have natural or man-made hazards, such as fallen trees and drainage structures.

PHOTOGRAPHIC RELEASE

I understand that the District may use my photograph for District publications, presentations and/or media related purposes.

I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT.  I FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS TERMS.  I UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT AND HAVE SIGNED IT FREELY AND WITHOUT ANY INDUCEMENT OR ASSURANCE OF ANY NATURE.  I INTEND THIS AGREEMENT TO BE A COMPLETE AND UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF ALL LIABILITY TO THE GREATEST EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW AND AGREE THAT IF ANY PORTION OF THIS AGREEMENT IS HELD TO BE INVALID, THE BALANCE, NOT WITHSTANDING, SHALL CONTINUE IN FULL EFFECT.

IF PARTICIPANT IN THIS ACTIVITY IS A MINOR (UNDER THE AGE OF 18 ON THE DATE OF THE ACTIVITY) THEN THE SIGNATURE MUST BE OF A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN.

Participant Name	______________________________________		 

Name Parent or Guardian (if under 18) ____________________________________

Signature____________________________________
			
Grant Agreement
Revised May 2026		          
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