ATTACHMENT 2
BIOLOGICAL MONITOR QUALIFICATION STANDARDS
1. Purpose
The Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) uses biological monitors and qualified biologists or botanists to avoid and minimize impacts on biological resources during District projects and activities.
This attachment establishes the minimum qualifications used by the District to evaluate personnel proposed to perform biological monitoring or related biological services.
Proposers shall identify the personnel they propose for biological monitoring and provide sufficient information for the District to determine each individual's level of qualification.
Qualification under this attachment does not authorize an individual to conduct species-specific surveys, capture, handle, relocate, collect, or otherwise interact with special-status species when separate federal or state permits, authorizations, or demonstrated species-specific qualifications are required.
2. Qualification Levels
The District recognizes three levels of biological monitoring qualification.
Level 1: Biological Monitor
A Biological Monitor performs routine biological monitoring in lower-risk situations and serves as the field "eyes and ears" for a Qualified Biologist or Botanist and District Natural Resources staff.
Minimum qualifications:
· At least two years of college-level coursework in biology, ecology, botany, wildlife biology, natural resource management, or a related field, and/or one to two years of relevant biological field experience. 
· Familiarity with the wildlife, plants, and natural communities of the San Francisco Bay Area and Santa Cruz Mountains, including special-status species that may occur in the region. 
· Familiarity with applicable state and federal laws protecting wildlife, plants, and special-status species. 
· Experience conducting biological monitoring during construction, vegetation management, restoration, or similar field activities. 
· Ability to recognize biological resources that require work to stop or be modified and to promptly communicate those observations to the project biologist and District staff. 
A Level 1 Biological Monitor may:
· Conduct biological monitoring in upland areas or other locations with low potential for impacts to special-status species. 
· Monitor work where biological resources can reasonably be protected through established avoidance measures. 
· Identify and report special-status species observations. 
· Address routine wildlife situations involving common species when appropriately trained and authorized. 
· Work in more complex situations under the direct supervision of a Level 2 or Level 3 biologist or botanist. 
A Level 1 Biological Monitor may not independently capture, handle, relocate, or collect special-status species. They should keep track of experiences under the supervision of a more qualified biologist to work toward higher level approvals.
Level 2: Qualified Biological Monitor / Qualified Biologist or Botanist
A Level 2 individual may independently conduct biological monitoring in moderate-risk situations and may perform species-specific survey or handling activities for which the individual is separately qualified and authorized.
Minimum qualifications include all applicable Level 1 qualifications, plus:
· A bachelor's degree in biology, ecology, botany, wildlife biology, natural resource management, or a closely related field. 
· At least two years of relevant professional biological field experience. 
· Experience conducting biological field surveys appropriate to the work being proposed. 
· Knowledge of the identification, taxonomy, ecology, and habitat requirements of the plants, wildlife, or natural communities relevant to the proposed work. 
· Experience evaluating and avoiding potential impacts to biological resources. 
· Demonstrated experience with the special-status species or biological resources for which the individual will be responsible. 
For botanists, relevant experience should include floristic field surveys conducted during appropriate identification periods. Where the work involves a particular special-status plant, the proposer should demonstrate survey experience with that species or closely related species and habitats.
A Level 2 individual may:
· Independently monitor projects in areas with potential for special-status species for which the individual has demonstrated appropriate qualifications. 
· Conduct biological surveys for species or resources for which the individual is qualified. 
· Direct or supervise Level 1 Biological Monitors. 
· Establish or implement biological avoidance measures consistent with project requirements. 
· Document and report special-status species observations, survey results, and biological monitoring activities. 
· Capture, handle, relocate, or collect special-status species only when the individual possesses the necessary species-specific qualifications and they are listed as an Authorized Individual under applicable permits or approvals the individual is associated with. 
Regulatory agency approval of an individual may be required for particular projects or species.
Level 3: Professional Biologist or Botanist
A Level 3 individual provides senior biological oversight for complex projects, protocol-level surveys, special-status species work, or work requiring regulatory agency coordination.
Minimum qualifications include all applicable Level 2 qualifications, plus:
· At least five years of combined academic training and professional biological experience, including at least three years of professional experience relevant to the proposed work. 
· Experience conducting or leading protocol-level wildlife or floristic surveys. 
· Experience supervising biological monitors or other field biologists. 
· Experience overseeing work involving special-status species. 
· Experience interpreting and implementing biological requirements contained in environmental documents, permits, biological opinions, incidental take authorizations, or similar regulatory documents. 
· Demonstrated ability to coordinate biological work with project managers, contractors, and regulatory agencies. 
A Level 3 individual may:
· Lead protocol-level surveys. 
· Oversee biological monitoring for complex or high-risk projects. 
· Lead special-status species survey, handling, relocation, collection, or recovery efforts when appropriately authorized. 
· Supervise Level 1 and Level 2 personnel. 
· Provide senior biological direction when unexpected biological resources are encountered. 
· Serve as the biological point of contact with regulatory agencies when assigned by the District, and/or serve as the Principal Officer or Individual on regulatory permits providing handling or take authorization. 
· Review the qualifications and work of other biological monitoring personnel. 
3. Project Risk and Assignment of Personnel
The District will assign biological monitoring personnel based on project conditions, biological resources, regulatory requirements, and the nature of the proposed activity.
Typical assignments are:
	Qualification Level
	Typical Assignment

	Level 1 Biological Monitor
	Lower-risk sites and routine monitoring where special-status species are unlikely to be affected

	Level 2 Qualified Biological Monitor / Biologist / Botanist
	Moderate-risk sites, areas with potential special-status species and jurisdictional areas, and monitoring requiring greater biological judgment

	Level 3 Professional Biologist / Botanist
	High-risk or complex sites, protocol-level surveys, permitted special-status species work, or regulatory coordination


The District may require a higher level of qualification when site conditions, project activities, permit requirements, or biological resources warrant additional expertise.
4. Species-Specific Qualifications
Qualification as a Level 1, Level 2, or Level 3 biological monitor does not by itself establish that an individual is qualified to conduct surveys for or handle a particular special-status species.
When species-specific work is anticipated, the proposer shall identify:
· The species for which the individual is qualified. 
· A species-specific biological resume and species experience table including:
· relevant survey, training, or certification experience 
· the name of the authorized individual and permit under which the activity was performed
· the dates and number of hours which the activity was performed
· The number of species-specific individuals encountered, observed, handled or relocated  
· Applicable federal or state permits, authorizations, memoranda of understanding, or agency approvals. 
· The individual's role on previous projects involving the species. 
The District may limit an individual's work to those species or activities for which adequate qualifications have been demonstrated.
5. Required Qualification Submittal
For each individual proposed to perform biological monitoring, the proposer should submit:
· Name and proposed qualification level. 
· Proposed role. 
· Resume or curriculum vitae, including a detailed biological resume and species experience table. 	Comment by Karine Tokatlian: provide our template as an example
· Education, including degree and field of study. 
· Number of years of relevant professional experience. 
· 
The District may request additional documentation when necessary to verify an individual's qualifications.
6. District Determination
The District will review the information submitted for each proposed individual and determine the qualification level and types of work for which that individual is approved.
The District may determine that an individual:
· Meets the requirements of the proposed qualification level; 
· Meets the requirements of a different qualification level; 
· Is qualified only for specified species, habitats, activities, or project conditions; or 
· Does not demonstrate the minimum qualifications required. 
District approval of an individual's qualifications does not supersede regulatory agency requirements or species-specific permit conditions.
