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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Becky Lowe, Summit Riders
Interview Date: 12/10/04
Contact Information: 13897 Longridge Road

Los Gatos, CA 95033

(408) 353-1922
History/Involvement
Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?
o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

¢ Former president, current treasurer, of the Summit Riders (will be on the Board next
year). Summit Riders is a horsemen’s association that was founded in 1967. It has about
85 families in the organization.

e Haslived in the area for over 30 years and been involved with Summit Riders for about
27 years.

¢ Lives in the Santa Cruz Mountains approximately 4 miles from Sierra Azul Open Space
Preserve (Sierra Azul), right near the Demonstration Forest.

e Not familiar with the planning process.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?

What is your impression of the existing trail system?
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Summarized Responses:

Uses trails in the Sierra Azul (has not been to Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve)
for horseback riding.

Rides trails along Skyline Ridge, San Antonio, and Gerhigs (we were not able to locate this).
Primarily rides in the daytime during the weekdays in the spring, summer and fall. In the
winter trails get too slick.

Accesses Cochran’s Trail off Wright Station Road.

Cochran Trail is a favorite because the trail is always in good condition

Has not used the trail access at Bear Creek Stables because parking is limited and riders
generally travel in groups with 2 or more trailers.

Concerned about sharing trails with some bike riders (99% of bicyclists are fine, but 1% of
them do not share well with horses). Bike riders come down trails too fast and there is
nowhere for others on the narrow trails to get out of the way.

Many riders are concerned about using trails in the Demonstration Forest because of
conflicts with the bicyclists.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o What do you value most about the Preserves?

o What do you like least about the Preserves?

o What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

o Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

o Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

o What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

o Ifyou could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Most valued parts of the preserves are the trails, scenery and wildlife.

Least valued part is the conflicts between bicycles and horse riders. Plan should identify
strategy to separate trail use by horses and bicycles (e.g. Even/odd day uses or one-way
trails).

Concerned that people are removing and destroying trail signs indicating trails that are
for horses only. Also concerned about people removing and relocating ribbons that are
laid out for organized rides.

To enhance the Preserves, keep them as natural as possible. Need good signage on trails,
but subtle and aesthetically respectful.

Low hanging trees can be a problem. Trees should be trimmed to maintain 10 to 12 feet of
clearance.
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Dogs are not a big issue as long as they are on leashes and owners keep them away from
horses as horses will likely kick a dog barking at their legs.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o

O
(o}

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?

Do you have any suggestions on how to best locate water troughs?

Summarized Responses:

Needed Facilities:

- Restrooms in the parking lots and at trail heads.

- Large parking spots to accommodate trailers.

- Gravel parking lots are preferred as asphalt can be slippery for horses.

- A small number of hitching posts would be helpful for those who do not bring

their horses in by trailer.

- Picnic tables in the staging areas are a nice amenity.
Water troughs or creek access should be located approximately every 15 miles along
trails. Horses can generally go about 15 miles without water. Examples of troughs can be
found at Calero County Park in San Jose. Here rocks and other camouflage are used to
make troughs blend into the environment.
A well designed trail system is found at Jack Brooks Horse Camp, located in Sam
McDonald County Park in Loma Mar, which provides trails crossing creeks in the
redwoods. Trails are maintained by volunteers.
Notify trail closures with a phone call to her then she can notify members in newsletter or
by phone tree. Another option is to chain off gate access with a sign explaining why trail
is closed (used at Jack Brooks Horse Camp)

Communication

Questions:

o]
o]

Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

Would like to participate in future planning process activities.

Summit Riders has a newsletter sent out to members (about 85 families). Contact her with
information to put in the newsletter.

Contact her with plan updates.
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Bob Power, Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
Interview Date: 12/21/04
Contact Information: 1007 General Kennedy Avenue, Suite 3

San Francisco, CA 94129-1400
Email: bob_power@ridgetrail.org
(415) 561-2595

History/Involvement

Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?

o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Mainly familiar with Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Spends time at
Lexington Reservoir.

¢ Has lived in the Bay Area for a long time, mainly East Bay. Lived in Felton for a short

time. Has worked with the Bay Area Ridge Trail Council (Council) for about 5 years and
is currently the South Bay Trail Director.

e The Bay Area Ridge Trail Council’s main goal is to complete the multi-use Ridge Trail.

Sierra Azul is a logical connection point for the Santa Cruz Mountains and Almaden
Quicksilver County Park.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?

O O O 0O 0 O
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What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Mainly accesses the trails in relation to Council business and evaluating appropriate
connections to the Ridge Trail. Sees people using the trails in Sierra Azul close to the
staging areas at Lexington Reservoir and Almaden Quicksilver County Park. Does not see
many people using the trails in Sierra Azul beyond the entrances.

Primarily sees cross-country runners and mountain bikers out on the trails.

Accesses Sierra Azul mainly at Lexington Reservoir or Woods Trail at Hicks Road.

Sierra Azul is a rugged preserve and trails tend to be wet and slippery in the winter time.
The property has a trail system that is not up to current trail design standards, but
maintains the ‘wild’ feel of the Preserve.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

(e}

o
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What do you value most about the Preserves?

What do you like least about the Preserves?

What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

If you could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

The Council sees Sierra Azul as the most likely internal connection from Mt. Diablo to the
Santa Cruz Mountains and then down to Gilroy. This is a very important connection for
the Ridge Trail.

The biggest challenge in this Preserve is the remote and rugged areas along the
southeastern part of the Preserve. The District needs to address conflicts related to the
users of the Summit Road trails and surrounding land owners.

The Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) should coordinate with
surrounding private land owners to improve these relationships.

Trails can be designed to mitigate conflicts between different users. Annadel State Park in
Santa Rosa is a good example of a trail design that accommodates hikers, bikers and
horseback riders. They utilized rocks and trees to create a more interesting trail that slows
down the mountain bikers. Trails in Sierra Azul should be evaluated segment by segment
to determine the best use and design.
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Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o]

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?

Are you familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mount Umunhum should be used?

Summarized Responses:

More staging areas would be nice since there is currently limited access. Some of the
existing staging areas could be enhanced to accommodate more vehicles accessing the
Kennedy Trail and the areas surrounding Lexington Reservoir.

Notifying trail closures could be done by posting information on Santa Clara County’s
website and the District’s website and notifying San Martin Horseman’s Association,
Almaden Quicksilver County Park and the Responsible Organized Mountain Pedalers
(ROMP).

Has been to the Mt. Umunhum site. Thinks it is a phenomenal site with an amazing view
point. Whatever the District decides to do with the site it should be a low-impact use.

Communication

Questions:

©
[0}

Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

Would like to be involved in the master planning process. The Council has a quarterly
newsletter that could announce upcoming public meetings (he does not think it is the best
place to advertise, but we can send information to them).

Suggested contacting Tamara Clark Shear at Santa Clara County Park and Recreation
Department for suggestions of homeowner groups to contact (she worked on the use plan
for Lexington Reservoir). (Contact information added to mailing list)
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Kitty Monahan, Almaden Valley Community
Association (AVCA)
Interview Date: 12/10/04
Contact Information: P.O. Box 124
New Almaden, CA 95042
(408) 268-6541
naqcpakit@aol.com
History/Involvement
Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?
o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Familiar with both Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Bear Creek) and Sierra
Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Has lived south east of Sierra Azul, below
Almaden Quicksilver County Park for 33 years.

e Currently on the Board of Directors for the Almaden Valley Community Association
(AVCA). AVCA is an organization that informs and reflects the interests of the
homeowners, renters, merchants and businesses of Almaden Valley.

e Not familiar with this current planning process.

e Works with Santa Clara County Parks and is on the Santa Clara County Open Space
Authority’s Citizens Advisory Committee.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

0O O 0O O
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When do you primarily visit the Preserves?
Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?
What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Uses the Preserves for walking and riding horses, specifically up Woods Road. Mainly
uses trails for walking.

Has visited Mt. Umunhum with Craig Britton from Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
District (District).

Uses Almaden Quicksilver County Park mainly for horse riding and Sierra Azul for
hiking.

Does not come across a lot of people in the Preserves.

See a lot of mountain bikers that come in from Kennedy Road; she sees less bikers in the
lower part of Sierra Azul. The bike community is primarily in the 20-40 age range and
they come to Sierra Azul from all over the County.

There are often conflicts between mountain bikers and horse riders. The bikers should be
told to make noise before they approach a horse.

Accesses trails from Lexington Reservoir, Kennedy Road and Woods Road.

Uses trails mostly in the spring and summer, not in the fall.

Particularly enjoys the beautiful area on Woods Road looking over the canyon (with the
overhanging PG&E wires).

Condition of the trails is good. Would like to see more trails open to the public. Santa
Clara County Parks has opened a lot of new trails.

There was only one road/trail in Almaden Quicksilver County Park when it opened and
now trails are everywhere.

District should maintain the habitat for the wildlife and also add trails for public
enjoyment.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o What do you value most about the Preserves?

o What do you like least about the Preserves?

o What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

o Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

o Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

o What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

o If you could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Value most the scenery, wild flowers, and wildlife in the Preserves.
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o Like least the limited public access. Also, noted concern for past challenges between the
District and the Sisters of Presentation.

e To enhance the Preserves, the District should organize volunteer groups like programs
implemented by Santa Clara County Parks Department. Volunteer groups could remove
the invasive non-native plants such as the scotch broom, coyote brush and thistle. Would
also like to see more walnut tree planted. Resource management is very important.

e Would like to see more physical connection between properties owned by the District and
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority.

e Should open up more trails because this will make the public happy about the money that
was spent for the land purchases.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?

o Do you have any suggestions on how to best locate water troughs?

o Areyou familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mount Umunhum should be used?

o Are you familiar with the former Alma College site? Do you have any thoughts on how this site can be
used?

Summarized Responses:

e Staging areas could be located at Castle Rock State Park and near Saratoga (suggestions are
not in Bear Creek or Sierra Azul).

e Need more water troughs. There is a natural spring along Woods Road that horses
currently use. Could use a water trough at the entrance to Kennedy Road. Bald Mountain
has spring water available under the trail.

e Familiar with Mt. Umunhum and has visited the site:

*  With regard to suggestions for the site, used to have lots of ideas, but now
understands that any change will be expensive for the clean-up and there are
problems with the neighboring property owners.

* The monolith building should be maintained. It is a community reference and a
way-finding reference. Remembers when the monolith used to be decorated
with Christmas trees during the holidays, and had a big star during the hostage
crisis.

* Tried to get volunteer groups to clean up the site, such as the boy scouts,
schools and prisoner work crews. One reason the groups did not want to go
was because of the length of time it takes to get to the site.

e Alma College is a beautiful site, but has no specific suggestions for how to use it.

e Feels it could be challenging to coordinate property owners and the bicycle community
during the planning process.
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Communication

Questions:

o Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o  Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

e Yes, would like to participate in the Master Plan process.

e Contact her with any project information and she will forward information to appropriate
groups.

e AVCA has a community website that can post project information.
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information
Interview Contact: Mike Kutilek, San Jose State University
Interview Date: 1/21/05
Contact Information: San Jose State University

Department of Biological Sciences

San Jose, CA 95192-0100

(408) 924-4895

mkutilek@sjsu.edu
History/Involvement
Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?

e}

Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

Familiar with Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Bear Creek) but not Sierra
Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Does not live in the area.

Completed a biodiversity study with San Jose State University students for Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District (District) at Bear Creek two years ago.

Currently involved in a biodiversity study at the Arastradero Preserve in the Palo Alto
foothills.

General Use

Questions:

O

O O O 0O 0O O

How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?
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o What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

e Primarily was hiking around Bear Creek while working on the biodiversity study. Found
some interesting species while there. The group identified the Pacific giant salamander
and a Trow-bridge shrew in a live trap. They also identified some unusual insects that are
documented in the study report.

* Observed other people using Bear Creak; usually hiking, bird watching, picnics, or bike
riding. Found evidence of people accessing closed areas (garbage and marks on trees).

e Accesses Bear Creek via Bear Creek Road. Their group received special permission to
access areas closed for public use.

e The biodiversity study was completed during spring 2003.

e Particularly enjoyed the small creeks and the logging roads up at the top of Bear Creek.

¢ The existing trail system mainly consists of old logging roads. Noted that there are lots of
downed trees.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o What do you value most about the Preserves?

o  What do you like least about the Preserves?

o  What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

o Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities

that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

o What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

o Ifyou could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

o]

Suminarized Responses:

e Values the preservation of the land, the peaceful environment and the wildlife (the
biological quality).

e Does not see any great problems, but is aware of some conflicts with bikes.

e Feels that the District can enhance the Preserves by continuing to buy land and connect
the properties to make a continuous habitat corridor.

¢  Would like the District to consider an educational component such as hikes led by
naturalists for the public.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?

o What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?
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o Areyou familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mount Umunhum should be used?

o Areyou familiar with the former Alma College site? Do you have any thoughts on how this site can be
used?

Suminarized Responses:

e Feels that Bear Creek is pretty small and the need for additional staging areas depends on
who is using the area.

o TFeels the best way to notify people of closures are through signage and the District’s
website.

e  Was up at Mt. Umunhum when the Air Force was thinking of giving it to San Jose State
University; the University decided not to take the land. Feels that Mt. Umunhum is a
very steep site and does not think access to the site would be a good trail. Felta trail
leading up there would be not for the faint-hearted.

e Is familiar with the former Alma College site. Noted that there are a lot of bats in the area
and that some are endangered. Also noted that old dilapidated buildings are good for bat
habitat.

Communication

Questions:

o Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o  Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

e Would like to participate in the Master Plan process.

e Also would like to be informed of upcoming meetings.
¢ Send him a copy of the plan when it is available.
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Neil Wiley, Mountain Network News
Interview Date: 1/18/05 - 3:00pm
Contact Information: 23625 Skyview Terrace
Los Gatos, CA 95033
408-535-1901
news@mnn.net
History/Involvement
Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?
o  Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Familiar with both Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Bear Creek) and Sierra
Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Has hiked in both Bear Creek and Sierra Azul a
few times. Has lived in the area for 40 years.

* Has worked for Mountain Network News (MNN) for 18 years. MNN is monthly
community magazine for the area making up postal code 95033. The January 2005 issue is
a 48 page magazine with a featured hike at Fremont Older Open Space Preserve near
Saratoga. They produce a hard copy and have a website. They send it to 4,000
households monthly. They can send info with the calendar, and a press release (1 month
advance notice - due the 10th of the month).

e Familiar with the project. Received a news release about upcoming planning activites
from the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District).

e Other planning projects he is interested in include hiking and biking resources and
equestrians.

e Worked with Santa Clara County Parks when they did a master plan a few years ago.
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General Use

Questions:

o
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How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?

What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Uses the Preserves primarily for hiking.

At Bear Creek, has seen a few people hiking and some horses. At Sierra Azul, it feels very
wild and remote. Concerned that safety could be an issue for those using the trails alone.
Accesses the Preserves at Lexington Reservoir and St. Joseph’s Hill. Likes hiking on
Woods trail and Limekiln trail.

No specific destination, just usually walks until tired, or comes to signs indicating a good
stopping point. Participated in the hike for the Bay Area Ridge Trail opening.

Thinks that Sierra Azul trails have some problems, mainly related to the lack of access.
There should be an access point on Summit Road. The District should have an agreement
with San Jose Water Company for access at Rattlesnake gulch. He also thinks there
should be more access to Bear Creek at the Presentation College Gate.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o}

(o]
(o]
o

o O

What do you value most about the Preserves?

What do you like least about the Preserves?

What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

If you could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Values the solitude, quiet, and wildlife at Sierra Azul. Likes that feeling of being away
from civilization. Bear Creek has an interesting history that the District should share in a
pamphlet.
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Does not like that the Bear Creek permit process is difficult which results in decreased
accessibility. There is little signage on the trails and only an inadequate and crude map is
available.

More trails would be good to open up the Preserves. District will need to provide regular
maintenance of the trails. Encourages carefully though out development of the trails.
Minimal picnic tables are nice to have available as well as a few benches at view sites.
Another concern to consider for the multiuse trail is how to balance bikes, hikers, and
horses. Must address how to get people to follow the rules. Bikes cause erosion and raise
safety issues. There is a continuing battle. Bikers have a right to use the Preserves too,
but there needs to be more education and involvement so that everyone can have a good
outdoor experience.

The District needs to find and acceptable balance between uses (horses, hikers, bikes,
etal).

Feels that the first objective of the District is preservation. The plan should include
recreation and education. More education is needed through docent lead hikes,
interpretive signs, more signage, and an interpretive center.

One complaint at Bear Creek is the lack of communication with neighbors. The District
could meet with neighborhood groups and/or involve local schools for special hikes.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

O

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?

(For Kennedy Road Neighbors)What are your thoughts about the Preserve users that presently park along
Kennedy Road? Any feelings about the addition of a small parking lot at this location?

Are you familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mount Umunhum should be used?

Are you familiar with the former Alma College site? Do you have any thoughts on how this site can be
used?

(Users/Residents of Loma Prieta Area) Do you have any ideas for ways to improve circulation and avoid
trespassing and visitor confusion at the ‘Five Way Intersection’ off Loma Prieta Road?

Summarized Responses:

Bear Creek is more like two parks; the flat area and the upper rougher terrain. Additional
parking at Bear Creek could be located near Preservation College (at Summit Road and
Bear Creek Road) where the old Christmas tree lot used to be. It is flat which is good for
horse trailers. The Sierra Azul facility at Mt. Umunhum Road is a great example. Keep
parking areas small. Lexington County Park has enough parking.

The best way to inform people about trail closures is to post to the website or put an ad in
the newspaper. Also, post information on the District website. Consider posting the
“conditions of the day,” with information on wildflowers, open trails, and special hikes.
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e The District could coordinate with Ms. Freddie Howle with the Wild Bird Center in Los
Gatos to identify birds in the preserves.

¢ Parking along Kennedy Road is inconvenient for those with horse trailers.

¢  Would like to see Mt. Umunhum opened for public access, but site needs major clean-up.
There are beautiful views and it would be great to access Mt. Umunhum. Leave the
monolith on site. It would take a lot of money to clean it up; thinks the Air Force should
be responsible for the clean up.

e Familiar with the former Alma College site. Utilize some of the buildings for a mountain
history center and visitor’s center. His wife is with a mountain history group and they
would participate in an educational program.

e Instead of using the entrance off Loma Prieta Road, consider using Rattlesnake Gulch,
which may provide good access.

Communication

Questions:

o Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o  Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

e Wants to participate in the Master Plan process.

e Wants to be informed about upcoming public meetings. MNN will announce them in the
newsletter.

e Suggest contacting Rebecca Moore. She is an avid hiker and volunteer. She has a mailing
list that covers all the parcels in the 95033 postal code.
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Paul Nam, Responsible Organized Mountain
Pedalers (ROMP)

Interview Date: 12/28/04

Contact Information: P.O. Box 1723

Campbell, CA 95009 - 1723
(408) 446-3745
Email: vocinam@vahoo.com

president@romp.org

ROMP List Serve:
lists.live.com/mailman/listinfo/romp

list moderator: romp@listslive.com

History/Involvement

Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?

o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Suimmarized Responses:

¢ Mainly familiar with Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Has lived in
Cupertino since 1983. Also lived in the area in 1974.

e Not familiar with this exact planning process, but knew by word of mouth that it was
starting.

¢ Involved with several local planning projects: La Honda Creek, Almaden Quicksilver
County Park Master Plan, Yuba Canyon, Castle Rock State Park, regional trail
connections, and Skyline Master Plan.

e ROMP’s mission is to lead participation of mountain cyclists in the trail community by
working with local cycling industry leaders, government agencies, and other trail user
groups. ROMP currently has about 400 members.
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General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?

What is your impression of the existing trail system?

O 0O 0O 0O 0 Oo0oOo

Summarized Responses:

* Mainly uses trails in Sierra Azul for biking, but has done some hiking at Kennedy-
Limekiln area, Priest Rock, Bald Mountain and Woods Trail.

e Sees more bikers than any other users on the trails. Occasionally sees runners and hikers.

e Mentioned the sport of ‘geo-cashing.” A park user will find a unique site in the Preserve
and mark the site with global positioning equipment. They will then send the location on
the internet for others to find like a treasure hunt.

e Typically accesses Sierra Azul by riding in from Los Gatos, at Lexington County
Reservoir or from Kennedy Road. There is very limited parking at the bottom of the
Kennedy Trail. Has used Hicks Road, but it is not a convenient access point. Many bike
riders will convene at the Los Gatos High School parking lot and ride in from there.

e Uses trails mainly in the spring on the weekdays. Uses trails occasionally on weekend
mornings during the summer. Some bikers ride all year long.

e Destinations include the top of Kennedy Road and Bald Mountain. Likes the view from
Priest Rock, but the trails are steep.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o  What do you value most about the Preserves?

o What do you like least about the Preserves?

o What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

o Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

o Ifyou could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

O O

Summarized Responses:
e Values that the Preserves exist for public use, free access to the Preserves, the scenery, the
trails available and the open space areas preserving the wildlife resources.
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Would like to see trail improvements to give people a better experience. Would like to see

trails that offer a technical challenge and are in harmony with the land.

Would like to see more signage on the trails to discourage people from making their own

trails and encourage people to stay away from sensitive areas.

Trails at Priest Rock are too steep for recreational use.

Bikes tend to go too fast in Sierra Azul because trails are straight and wide. Bikers can also

see a long distance ahead.

Trail suggestions:

- Many bikers use properties located to the south, Rattlesnake Road or Demonstration
Forest. Rattlesnake Road has been closed, but many still use it. Demonstration Forest
could provide a connection between Santa Clara and Santa Cruz Counties.

- Trails near Almaden Quicksilver County Park or Rancho Guadelupe would provide
easy access for people coming from town.

~ Have a trail from Kennedy trail side going up to Priest Rock. Would be good to have
an improved and designated trail going up to Priest Rock.

- Open up existing trails that have been closed such as Moodys or Soda Springs.
Moodys trail ended in Lexington County Park.

- Cathedral Oaks area would be a good connection to Sierra Azul.

- Would like to see trail development to move away from the fire roads that are not
designed for recreational access. Would prefer to see single-track trails (maximum 4
feet wide) that follow the contour of the mountain with an average grade of 9%. Grade
can be up to 30%, but only for short distances.

- Use narrow trails through chaparral vegetation that is maintained to keep good sight
lines especially around corners. This design creates a more interesting trail that does
not encourage speed. ROMP is working with Henry Coe State Park in Morgan Hill to
build trails with these specifications.

- Access to Mt. Thayer and/or Mt. Umunhum could provide amazing views.

Has seen conflicts between bike riders and equestrians. Usually a conflict in the attitudes

and behaviors of the trail users. District should implement trail designs to encourage

dispersed use on the trails and encourage cyclists to go slower.

Address fire management of the Preserves in the plan. The goal should be to keep the fuel

loads down.

Identify zones where there will be no buildings or development. Also, identify valuable

natural areas that will be reserved for habitat preservation and keep users away from

those resources.

Identify in the plan how to conserve and manage cultural resources on the property.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?
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o Are you familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mount Umunhum should be used?

Summarized Responses:

e Keep staging areas to a minimum as they encourage more users. Balance any trail head
facilities with the needs of the community.

e Where there is a gate, people will enter the property. Use maps to indicate what resources
are available on trails and leave sensitive areas off the map.

¢ Closure notification depends on the type of closure. If it is permanent, first confirm that it
is a legal closure and then contact user groups before putting up signs. If it is temporary,
put up signs with an explanation of why the trail is closed and the legal ramifications of
being caught on the trail. Follow through with the enforcement.

e Has friends that have been to the Mt. Umunhum site and they say the site is a mess. It
would be nice to open it up to the public, but is concerned about the amount of money the
clean-up would require. Suggested setting up a foundation responsible for the clean-up.

Communication

Questions:

o  Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o  Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o  Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:
e Wants to be involved in the Master Plan process.
e  Would like to hear about upcoming public meetings and would pass announcements on
the ROMP list serve (about 400 members).
e Suggested looking at the ROMP list serve. (PAM signed up for the announcements and will
forward appropriate information to the team)
e Other suggested contacts:
- Jim Preston - grew up in the Almaden Quicksilver County Park area. He hikes and
rides horses and bikes in the area.
- Guy Anthony - has lived in the area his whole life. He has been up to Mt. Umunhum.
He hunts, goes four-wheeling and mountain bikes.
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Paul Vicha, Castle Loma/ Loma Chiquita Road
Maintenance District

Interview Date: 1/4/05

Contact Information: Cell: (408) 529-6563 (prefers calls to cell)

Work: (408) 321-4428, Home: (408) 997-6488

30655 Loma Chiquita Road
Los Gatos, CA 95033

email: cllermd@earthlink.net

Web site: www.clvfa.org

History/Involvement

Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?

o  Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Mainly familiar with Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Has lived in the area
for 12 years.

e Was not familiar with the planning process.

e Represents approximately 150 rural residential properties. Two-thirds of the properties
are surrounded by open space. The neighborhood was established in the 1920’s. In Loma
Chiquita there are 80 parcels and 50 of the parcels have people living on them full time,
they are mostly families. The Road Maintenance District and the Casa Loma Volunteer
Fire Association are the active community groups for this area.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

o Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?
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How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?
What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?
When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?
What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Residents mainly use roads in Sierra Azul for access to their homes. Personally, does
some hiking and a little mountain biking and horse riding.

Main access point is the easement road through Sierra Azul. Bordering properties do not
have fences which leaves easy access to private properties.

Most residents use Sierra Azul to get to work.

There are many vistas in Sierra Azul with nice views of Monterey Bay.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o

o
(¢]
(o]

o O

What do you value most about the Preserves?

What do you like least about the Preserves?

What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

If you could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Residents value the buffer zone that Sierra Azul provides between their small community
and the developed areas. Most residents moved to the area because they like open space.
Residents are worried that Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) is trying
to take over their property. They are concerned about the idea of opening trails leading to
the ocean because the District would need to get access through their private property.
Residents would likely oppose additional trails.

The Road Maintenance District would like the District to share in the cost of maintaining
the roadway. The group has spent over $10,000 with no cost sharing by the District. They
routinely pay to pull cars out of the snow in the Preserve on snowy days.

Generally the neighbors would like to limit public access because there is a lot of
dumping in Sierra Azul, for example, damaged cars on the side of the road.

In regards to gates, residents are concerned about their safety when they have to get out
of their cars to open gates. This is an issue during evening and night hours and especially
since mountain lions have been spotted in the area.

Management plan should address security issues and map out a strategy to effectively
control access.
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Would like to see a better working relationship between the District and residents.

Because of location, residents do not have any voting power to decide on District Board

members. They would like to see a partnership in maintaining the roads and gates.

- Mentioned programs that Pat Congdon from Santa Clara County Open Space
Authority is working on with local groups as a good example.

He stressed that the community would be open to most any planning suggestions and

decisions as long as residents are included in the discussions in the beginning and can

contribute their ideas during the process. The results will be more beneficial for everyone.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?

Do you have any ideas for ways to improve circulation and avoid trespassing and visitor confusion at the
‘Five Way Intersection” off Loma Prieta Road?

Summarized Responses:

Residents would likely oppose any additional staging areas.

Notify any closures by email and signage.

For the Five Way Intersection, suggested installing an automated gate. The District and
residents could have control. Residents could purchase remote controls which would take
care of some safety concerns.

Communication

Questions:

O
@]

Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

Wants to be involved in the Master Plan process.

Would like to hear about upcoming public meetings and would pass announcements on
the other residents.

Suggested contacting Walt Eastwood, Fire Chief - Casa Loma Volunteer Fire Association.
(Contact information added to mailing list)
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Rebecca Moore, Founder and President,
The Mountain Resource Group

Interview Date: 1/24/05

Contact Information: 16767 Old Ranch Road

Los Gatos, CA 95033
Phone: (408) 353-3853

E-mail: rebecca@mountainresource.org

History/Involvement

Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?

o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Familiar with both Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Bear Creek) and Sierra
Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Has lived in the Bay Area for over 20 years and
in Los Gatos for the last 10 years.

e Received information from the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District)
about this planning process and volunteered to be on the District’s Citizen Advisory
Committee.

o [s the founder of a not-for-profit organization called the Mountain Resource Group that
supports natural resources and community resources. Received data from Santa Clara
County and Santa Cruz County in order to build a complete map of the area covering the
95033 postal code. Would like to build a GIS based map with layers showing emergency
services, recreational locations and other community resources.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

o Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?
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How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?
What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?
When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?
What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Primarily uses the trails for hiking, running and walking dogs. Also enjoys going to the
Preserves for the environment and natural history; likes to identify plants and wildlife
resources and view astronomical events.

Has seen others using the Preserves primarily for running, hiking and biking. Noted that
the equestrian community actively uses the Preserves also. She has seen a lot of people on
the trails at St. Joseph’s Hill Open Space Preserve (St. Joseph’s Hill); has seen a few people
use the 5-mile loop on Priest Rock Trail and Limekiln Trail.

Accesses St. Joseph’s Hill on East Main Street off Highway 17. Accesses trails in the
Kennedy-Limekiln Area at Lexington Reservoir or off Kennedy Road. Uses Hick Road to
access Bald Mountain. Accesses Bear Creek at the parking lot on Bear Creek Road.

Uses different trails depending upon the amount of time available. The top of St. Joseph's
Hill provides a nice short hike. Uses the Priest Rock Trail/ Limekiln Trail loop when more
time is available.

The top of Bald Mountain provides an amazing view. At Bear Creek the old vineyard
area is a good vista point. Also at Bear Creek there is a summit view point where
Monterey Bay is visible.

Uses trails in Sierra Azul almost all year long avoiding the hot summer days. Accesses
Bear Creek in the summer since the redwoods provide a significantly cooler environment
than the open chaparral area at Sierra Azul.

Feels the trail system at Sierra Azul is good, but could be improved by opening access to
Mt. Umunhum.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o}

o
o
(o]

O O

What do you value most about the Preserves?

What do you like least about the Preserves?

What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

If you could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?
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Summarized Responses:

Values that the Preserves are very close in proximity to her home. Likes the views from
summit points. Has a great appreciation for the history of Bear Creek and would like to
preserve the area. Feels that the ecosystems in Bear Creek and Sierra Azul can be
preserved by having the areas designated as open space.

Wishes access to Bear Creek was easier and that permits were not required.

Would like to see access to Bear Creek off Summit Road near Loma Prieta Way so
residents could easily walk to the Preserve. Is interested in a loop trail that would follow
along the ridgelines and Summit Road.

In Sierra Azul, would like to see an agreement between the District and San Jose Water
Company to allow access to Lake Elsman. Would eventually like to see controlled
recreational use allowed at Lake Elsman such as non-motorized boats and picnicking.
Feels the lake could be opened for swimming since the water is treated before distribution
to customers.

Would like to see more trails in the Preserves opened to people with dogs (with
guidelines for on or off-leash). Some designated areas for off-leash dogs would be nice.
Understands that dogs can disturb wildlife in the area, but dogs can provide a safety
element for those using remote trail, especially women.

Should implement a docent program to enhance the experience of those visiting the
Preserves. Many Summit Road neighbors know the history and are qualified to lead
hikes in the area.

Limit mountain bike access to single track trails.

Consider extending the boundaries of Bear Creek to provide a trail connecting to the Loch
Lomond Recreational Area in Felton. Thinks private landowners might be open to a
conservation easement with the District providing trail access.

Stressed the importance of coordination between the District and surrounding neighbors.
Residents want to see a sincere effort on the District’s part to listen and incorporate
comments in this plan.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

(o]

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
Are you familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mt. Umunhum should be used?

Are you familiar with the former Alma College site? Do you have any thoughts on how this site can be
used?

Summarized Responses:

Should use the old Christmas tree farm at as a new staging area for Bear Creek. The
District can sell the Christmas trees as a fundraiser to pay for construction of the staging
area.
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e Would like to see a regional office for the District located in the Rancho San Antonio area.
This would give the District a greater presence in the southern part of the District’s
region.

e Mt Umunhum is one of four peaks in the Bay Area considered holy to the Ohlone tribes
(others are Mt. Diablo, Mt. Hamilton and Mt. Tamalpais). Would like to see the site
opened to the public; she thinks that the local community can help lobby Congress to pay
for the clean-up.

e Considers the Alma College site the gateway to the Santa Cruz Mountains. Would like to
see the site restored and used as a visitor’s center that would inform visitors of the history
of the area.

Communication

Questions:

o  Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o  Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o  Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

e Wants to see an electronic tool available for public comments during the planning
process. Envisions an interactive tool that would allow members of the public to easily
view and comment on specific parts of the plan at their convenience.

e Suggested holding at least one workshop in the Summit Road area. She can facilitate
reserving a community room for a meeting.

e Suggested that the District consider designating a community representative to be an
ombudsperson for each Preserve. This person could be a direct link between the District
and the community they represent.

e Wants to be involved in the planning process.

e Has a complete list of all residents is the 95033 postal code and will share the information
to notify local residents of planning meetings.

e Suggested contacts:

- (Claudia Goodman, President, Santa Cruz County Horseman'’s Association
- Tom Harris (avid hiker and mountain biker)
- William Wolf (historian)
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information
Interview Contact: Sister Patricia Marie Mulpeters, Sisters of
Presentation
Interview Date: 12/17/04
Contact Information: 19480 Bear Creek Road
Los Gatos, CA 95033
(408) 354-6486
main center line (408) 354-2346
History/Involvement
Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?
o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Mainly familiar with Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Bear Creek).

e Has been working in administration for the Sisters of Presentation for 5 years and has
lived in the area for a while.

o The Sisters of Presentation are a Catholic congregation that moved to their location in
Bear Creek in 1956 (54 years ago). The Presentation Center (Center) is an interfaith retreat
and conference center that offers a variety of retreats of one day, a few days or longer.

e The Sisters of Presentation are currently building a new strawbale structure that is an
environmentally friendly building, with a living roof. Everything will be environmentally
sustainable in the new structure.

¢ Not familiar with this planning process, but has done a lot of work with the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District (District) including various agreements like the easement
for the parking lot that was a 3-year discussion. Mike Williams is their main District
contact.
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General Use

Questions:

o

O 0O 0O 0 0O 0 0

How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?

What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Works within Bear Creek, but generally does not use the trails. Not sure about the
condition or level of use of the trails.

Working with the District on a trail through the property to connect open space
properties.

Has observed few people on the trails at Bear Creek as the access is limited. There should
be a connecting link to access the property above the Center that the District bought.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o  What do you value most about the Preserves?

o What do you like least about the Preserves?

o What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

o Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

O  Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

o What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

o Ifyou could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Values most that the District supports the environmental feeling of the Center. There is a
respect and reverence for the earth.

Likes least the slowness of making the Preserves available to the public. There is a
gorgeous area in Bear Creek but there are only small trails available now. The Sisters of
Presentation sold the property to the District because the District has the staff and
resources to make it available to the public.

Main concern is that the District should move faster to make the property available for
public use.

Stakeholder Interview Summary Page 2 of 3



Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
Are you familiar with the former Alma College site? Do you have any thoughts on how this site can be
used?

Summarized Responses:

The road to the Center is narrow and winding and there is only one main entrance that
holds about 60 cars. Possible locations for staging parking areas include: Bear Creek Road
and Summit Road and the entrance to Alma College closer to Highway 17. These provide
potential access to Bear Creek.

For improving the Alma College site, suggests more restrooms and building an education
center where people can gather for a course. Any use of the property needs to follow the
District guidelines. There should also be nice trails and a rest area.

Communication

Questions:

o Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

Would like to be involved in the Master Plan process.
Public meetings have been held on Saturdays at the Center.
The Sisters of Presentation have a website: www.prescenter.org.
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Steve Rodrigues, Wings of Rogallo
Interview Date: 1/24/05
Contact Information: 386 Alvarado St.

Brisbane, CA 94005

(415) 467-2226

srskypuppy@earthlink.com

History/Involvement

Questions:

o
o
o

How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?
Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

Mainly familiar with Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Used to hang glide
there using a launch off of Soda Springs Road, but the landing zones are no longer
permitted.

Was the past president of Wings of Rogallo, a 500 member club that publishes a monthly
newsletter and holds monthly meetings. Grew up in the Bay Area and currently lives in
Brisbane.

Has also been involved in projects with a committee reviewing potential launching spots
in Milpitas, Mission Ridge, Mt. Diablo and Windy Hill. Also involved in efforts to open a
launch site at Coyote Lake County Park in Gilroy.

General Use

Questions:

e
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How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?
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When do you primarily visit the Preserves?
Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?
What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Used launch site in Sierra Azul for hang gliding while it was available, but also does some
hiking and biking.

Does not generally see many others since the launch sites are at high elevations. People
are usually very interested in the hang gliders. Since safety and liability are a general
concern of landowners, the hang gliders sign a comprehensive waiver to launch on site.
Hang gliders do need vehicle access to a launch site.

At the launch site at Mission Ridge in Fremont, besides those managing the cattle grazing
on-site, members of Wings of Rogallo are the only others that are allowed to bring
vehicles on to the property. This access comes with a strict outline of limitations that is
followed by their group.

Would like to see the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) regulate use
for preservation.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o What do you value most about the Preserves?

o What do you like least about the Preserves?

o What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

o Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

o Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

o What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

o Ifyou could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Values nature, natural beauty and habitat most. Especially values the wildlife, such as
hawks and eagles that fly with the hang gliders.

Least likes the limited access.

Feels that enjoyment of Sierra Azul would be enhanced by allowing access for hang
gliders.

Some areas are really secluded and would like to see the District keep some ‘wilderness’
areas, while also allowing public access to some points; need to find a balance between
nature and recreation.
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Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o]

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
Are you familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mt. Umunhum should be used?

Summarized Responses:

Will speak to other hang gliders to discuss ideas for a possible parking area location.
Feels that a topographical map could be used to determine appropriate areas.

Feels that Mt. Umunhum is limited by private gates and would like to see the site opened
to hang gliders and use the existing road for access to launch site.

Communication

Questions:

O
O

Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

Would like to participate in the Master Plan process. Suggested contacting their Site
Acquisition Committee.
Would also like to review a copy of the plan when it is available.
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Chris and Jeanne Salander - Santa Clara Valley
Audubon Society

Interview Date: 3/29/05

Contact Information: Phone: (408) 979-9328

Email: salander@batnet.com

History/Involvement

Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?

o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Familiar with Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Familiar with the Bear
Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Bear Creek) issues as opposed to the physical
attributes.

e Were not aware of the planning process.

¢ Involved with a number of planning projects in Santa Clara County. Working as part of
the Citizen Advisory Committee for Santa Clara County Open Space Authority on the
vision plan and Environmental Impact Report for Coyote Valley. Also have been
involved with a number of campaigns with the Greenbelt Alliance working on Almaden
Quicksilver County Park and San Jose greenbelt area.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?

O 0 O0OO0OO0OOo
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What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Have used trails in Sierra Azul for hiking and birdwatching. Have attended some native
plant walks led by the California Native Plant Society.

Have not seen many people on the trails in Sierra Azul. Think that some of the trails are
too steep to attract large numbers of visitors.

Access Sierra Azul through gate off Hicks Road near Almaden Reservoir.

Primarily would use the Preserve during the spring and fall when temperatures are
moderate and birdwatching is more favorable.

Enjoy a vista point accessed by Hicks Road, but primarily are interested in areas to see
and hear birds. Feel that Sierra Azul has potential for many safe areas where
birdwatchers can stop on a trail to observe.

Would like to explore more in Sierra Azul to enjoy the trails that are available in the
Preserve.

Issues/Interests

Questions:
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What do you value most about the Preserves?

What do you like least about the Preserves?

What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

If you could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Value the ability to walk safely on trails without conflicts with other users. Enjoy seeing
the large habitat areas that provide wide corridors for wildlife and distance from areas of
human use and disturbance.

Least likes the high use multi-use trails that lead to conflicts between various users.
Would like to see the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) provide more
information on Preserve access and trails on the website and at trailheads. Would also
like to see the District manage a multi-use trail so all users stay on the trail. This would
deter users from creating shortcuts that destroy habitat.

Feel that any new trails, especially hillside trails, will require a lot of effort in planning
and implementation to avoid management problems in the future. The District should
invest the capital in the beginning to minimize disturbance in the future for major
maintenance and repair activities.
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The District should decide appropriate access levels for horses and bikes and plan trails
accordingly to accommodate use. Concerned that bikes are hard on the trails which
increases the need for more user management and trail maintenance.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?
What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?

Are you familiar with Mount Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for
how Mount Umunhum should be used?

Are you familiar with the former Alma College site? Do you have any thoughts on how this site can be
used?

Summarized Responses:

Suggested that additional facilities such as picnic areas should be located near entrances
and parking lots. Would need to survey the maps more closely to make suggestions on
locations for staging areas.

Suggested posting information about trail closures to the website since it is an easy
medium to keep updated. Also suggested posting signs on the trails and in the San Jose
Mercury News.

Thought that the Mt. Umunhum site would be a great place for a museum/ visitor center.
Since the site has one of the best vistas in the area, it would attract a variety of users.
Suggested looking at the desert museum in Tucson, Arizona as an example of a well
designed visitor center and educational trails with information on the surrounding
habitat areas. New structures should be green buildings constructed out of natural
materials.

Should use the Alma College site to house local artists that have been pushed from their
artist colonies by development. Also suggested using the site for a hostel or to host a
summer camp for kids.

Communication

Questions:

(@]
(@]

Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

Would like to be involved in the Master Plan process and informed of public meetings.
Other suggested contacts:
- Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Bill Young, Sierra Club - Loma Prieta Chapter
Interview Date: 3/8/05
Contact Information: 3921 East Bayshore Road, Suite 204

Palo Alto, CA 94303

(650) 390-8494
Email: bill.young@sierraclub.org

History/Involvement

Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?

o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Mainly familiar with Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul). Has not spent much
time at Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Bear Creek). Currently lives in
Aldercroft Heights by Lexington Reservoir. Has led hikes in Sierra Azul for the Sierra
Club. Began as the Conservation Coordinator for the Sierra Club on March 1, 2005.

e Read about this planning process in the March issue of Mountain Network News.

e Not really involved with other planning projects in the area. Has participated in planning
activities for the development of the Coyote Valley Specific Plan with the City of San Jose.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, efc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?

What is your impression of the existing trail system?
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Summarized Responses:

Mainly uses trails in Sierra Azul for hiking. Occasionally leads hikes in Sierra Azul for
the Sierra Club.

Sees bikers and hikers mainly in Sierra Azul. Sees few horses in the Preserve.

Accesses trails on the Almaden Quicksilver County Park side of Sierra Azul by Hicks
Road. Accesses the Limekiln and Priest Rock trails at Lexington Reservoir.

When entering at Lexington Reservoir, usually make a figure-8 between the Limekiln,
Kennedy and Priest Rock trails. Likes to end up at Mt. El Sombroso for lunch. When he
enters from Hicks Road, he uses Woods Trail to get to Mr. El Sombroso.

Likes the views from Bald Mountain. Would like to see the views from Mt. Umunhum.
Thinks the Limekiln and Priest Rock trails provide great views of Lexington Reservoir
and the Santa Cruz Mountains.

Primarily accesses trails in the spring and fall, sometimes in the winter. The summer
tends to be too hot since most of Sierra Azul’s trails are not covered by trees.

Feels there are enough trails at Sierra Azul since the trails never seem crowded. Trails are
well maintained and there is good signage throughout the Preserve.

Issues/Interests

Questions:
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What do you value most about the Preserves?

What do you like least about the Preserves?

What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

If you could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Values the sense of open space the Preserves provide; the Preserves give people a place to
get away from the urban areas. Likes that Sierra Azul is not very crowded. Also enjoys
the varied flora and fauna throughout the Preserve. Enjoys the different microclimates
and habitats that are found while climbing and descending in elevation.

Least likes the speeding mountain bikers. Most bikers are respectful of others using the
trails, but there are some inconsiderate bikers that are considered “weekend warriors.”
Would like to see a better trail from Bald Mountain to Hicks Road as currently people
have to walk along Mt. Umunhum Road to get back to the staging area.

Would like to see more loop trails as people tend to be more interested in trails that
provide a full loop.

Feels that providing more kiosks with information on the trails and maps would be
useful.
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¢ Thinks that the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) does a good job of
keeping a balance between the open space areas and recreational opportunities. The
District should keep restrooms and picnic areas near the main staging areas and should
not develop areas within the Preserve.

¢ Does not advocate more development in the Preserves for bikes and horses.

e Suggested using more strategically placed informational kiosks to provided public
educational materials rather that a large visitors center.

Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?

o What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?

o Areyou familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mount Umunhum should be used?

Suminarized Responses:

¢ Provide a staging area closer to Lexington Reservoir because the current staging areas are
a long walk and the County charges for parking at the reservoir.

* Notify trail closures on the District website and by posting notices. Most people will
respect the notifications, but there will always be a few people that will ignore the closure
information.

¢ Has not been to Mt. Umunhum, but suggested using the site for a small visitors center
like at Mt. Diablo.

Communication

Questions:

o  Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Suminarized Responses:

¢  Wants to be involved in the Master Plan process.

e  Would like to hear about upcoming public meetings and can include information in their
bi-monthly newsletter or on their website. (for the May/June newsletter, deadline is
April 1, 2005)

e Other suggested contacts:

- Audubon Society
- California Native Plant Society
- Committee for Green Foothills
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information

Interview Contact: Paul and Glenda Smith, Bear Creek Stables
Interview Date: January 20, 2005
Contact Information: 19100 Bear Creek Road

Los Gatos, CA 95033

Stable: (408) 354-1787

Cell: (408) 202-1134

Glenda: lovemycody@sbc.global.net

History/Involvement

Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?

o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Mainly familiar with Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Bear Creek).
Participated in one ride in Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul) where there
were amazing views, but Montevina Road was tough on the brakes of the truck.

e Have lived in the area since 1973. Bear Creek Stables opened about forty years ago. The
stables are on Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) property that is
leased for the stables. Seventy-two horses are boarded on the twenty acre property.

e Aware that the planning process was coming up.

e Not involved with other planning projects.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?
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Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?
What is your impression of the existing trail system?

Summarized Responses:

Hold a permit to use the trails in Bear Creek for equestrians. Also access and maintain the
waterline feeding the property from the tank on Telegraph Hill.

See few people out in the Preserve since a permit is required for use. Have seen hikers,
bikers, people with dogs and other equestrians. Have also seen some illegal users in the
Preserve (e.g. campers and motorcyclists). Feel that the District does respond quickly to
complaints of illegal users.

Mainly uses the trail going to the upper vineyard which comes to a great vista point at the
end of the trail. That trail is closed in the winter.

Use Bear Creek all year long staying off the trails that are closed.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o  What do you value most about the Preserves?

o What do you like least about the Preserves?

o What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

o Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

o Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

o What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

o Ifyou could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Value the beauty, tranquility and quiet provided by an area that is close to an urban area.
Visitors feel like they are in the wilderness. Value the virgin redwoods and the cool
temperatures at Bear Creek.

Challenged by people with dogs who are rude and do not respect the Preserve rules.
Also frustrated by the closure of the north side of Bear Creek Road. Previously, trail users
could cross the road and access the property, but now, even permit holders are not
allowed.

Would like to see more trails that are well designed. Would like to see more trail
improvement to maintain trails in wet weather.

Would prefer to have Bear Creek only accessible to hikers and equestrians. Multi-use
trails are challenging to design to fit the needs of all users and maintain safety.

The District could identify a group of volunteer riders that could communicate with
District staff about activities in the Preserve.
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Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o

o

Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the

Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?

What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?

Do you have any suggestions on how to best locate water troughs?

Are you familiar with the former Alma College site? Do you have any thoughts on how this site can be
used?

Summarized Responses:

The Alma College site could be an appropriate location for a parking lot/staging area. It
would require some grading work, but it could hold 20 - 30 vehicles. Restrooms would
be appropriate at the parking lot.

Used padlocked gates to keep people off closed trails. Use further deterrents to make
accessing closed trails difficult.

At Bear Creek, water troughs would be useful in the staging areas. Horses can generally
last the duration of rides in the Preserve without water. Could potentially look for
locations along trails that would be fed naturally by a spring.

Communication

Questions:

o Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o  Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o  Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:

Want to be involved with the process.
Can post notices at the stables about meetings to reach those who board their horses there
and ride in Bear Creek.
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve

Stakeholder Interview Summary

Contact Information
Interview Contact: Toni Corelli ~ California Native Plant Society,
Santa Clara Valley Chapter
Interview Date: 3/14/05
Contact Information: 250 Granelli Avenue
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019
(650) 726-0689
Email: corelli@coastside.net
History/Involvement
Questions:

o How familiar are you with the Preserves? Do you live in the area and if so for how long?
o Before talking to me, how familiar were you with this planning process?
o Are there other local planning projects or issues that you are involved with?

Summarized Responses:

e Mainly familiar with Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (Sierra Azul).

e Was not aware of the planning process.

¢ Involved with rare plant identification for the San Francisco Watershed land in the
Peninsula and at the Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve near Stanford University's campus
in the eastern foothills of the Santa Cruz Mountains.

General Use

Questions:

o How do you use the Preserves (i.e. hiking, mountain biking, on horseback, walking a dog, leading hikes,
picnicking, etc.)?

Have you observed others using the Preserves? If so, how did they use the land?

How do you access the Preserves? Which gate do you pass to enter the Preserves?

What are your destinations within the Preserves?

Do you use certain trails on a regular basis? If so, what is your normal route?

When do you primarily visit the Preserves?

Is there a vista point or an area of the Preserves that you particularly enjoy?

What is your impression of the existing trail system?
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Summarized Responses:

Has explored Sierra Azul by vehicle. Mainly uses trails in Sierra Azul for hiking while
looking for rare plants.

When traveling by vehicle, has not seen too many other people because the areas visited
are remote.

When hiking, would see other people mainly hiking and biking.

Accesses Sierra Azul via Lexington County Park and Hicks Road.

When using a vehicle has traveled along Mt. Umunhum Road to Barlow Road and
throughout the Preserve.

Hikes primarily on the Kennedy, Limekiln and Priest Rock trails.

Likes to visit Sierra Azul in the spring to see the wildflowers and in the fall. Does not use
the trails in the summer very much because it is too hot.

Thinks the existing trail system is “awesome.” Likes the long rugged all day hikes with
lots of variation in elevation.

Issues/Interests

Questions:

o
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What do you value most about the Preserves?

What do you like least about the Preserves?

What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves and your enjoyment of the land?

Do you have any concerns regarding the addition of new trails or trail facilities? Are there certain facilities
that you would like to see provided?

Are there any special uses that you would like the District to consider for this area?

What are your key issues or topics regarding the Preserves that should be considered in the development of
this plan?

If you could rank these issues, what would be your top 2 or 3 most important?

Summarized Responses:

Values the feeling of remoteness and wilderness in Sierra Azul. Likes the isolation from
Bay Area urban areas.

Does not like that some places in the Preserve take a long time to get to and then there is
not enough time to spend in the area.

Would like to have access to Cathedral Oaks area and Mt. Umunhum.

Feels that new trails could have negative impacts on the unique vegetation in Sierra Azul.
Noted that Sierra Azul is a great area to find vegetation unique to the Santa Cruz
Mountains. Would prefer to see existing trails enhanced and maintained and any
additional facilities built along the existing trails.

Concerned about dogs being let off leashes in areas and the impacts to wildlife. Sierra
Azul provides a large contiguous habitat area for lots of wildlife and dogs can scare
wildlife away. The Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) needs to clarify
and post guidelines for access for dogs.
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Interest Specific Questions

Questions:

o Do you have any ideas on where a staging area/parking lot should be located to serve your needs in the
Preserves? Do you have any special needs or facilities that you would like to have at the staging area?

o What is the best way to notify people about trail closures in the Preserves?

o Are you familiar with Mt. Umunhum? Have you visited the site? Do you have any suggestions for how
Mount Umunhum should be used?

Summarized Responses:

e Suggested that any additional facilities such as the staging areas provided at the Preserve
should be located in peripheral locations and should be well maintained.

e Thought the best way to notify people about closures is on the District web site. Felt the
District should really encourage people to check the website before going out to a
Preserve. Also felt that the District newsletter is a good way to notify people.

e Not familiar with Mt. Umunhum, but suggested the District consider a trail along the
existing road if feasible.

Communication

Questions:

o Would you like to participate in the Master Plan process?

o Would you like to be informed of upcoming public meetings on this master plan? If so, can you provide us
with your home or email address?

o  Would you like to review a copy of the plan when it is available?

o Are there other community members you suggest we contact?

Summarized Responses:
e  Would like to be involved in the Master Plan process.
e Other suggested contacts:
- Judy Fenerty, California Native Plant Society - (408) 378-6272 ,judy@fenerty.com
- Kevin Bryant, California Native Plant Society - (408) 353-8824,
mingreenl7@verizon.net
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Sierra Azul/Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves Mascer Plan

Draft Stakeholder Questionnaire Results Summary

Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve (SA) is well known and used by the majority of the
respondents, with 84% having visited at least once. About 40% of the users visit SA at least
once a week, and some visit almost daily. In contrast, due to the fact a permit is currently
required to enter Bear Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (BCR), only less than a
quarter of the respondents have been to BCR, and the majority of them have visited only
once or a few times a year. Both Preserves are visited most during spring and summer
months.

Based on the respondents, mountain biking appears to be the primary activity in both
Preserves. In SA, over three quarters of the respondents biked, while less than a half hiked
and a much smaller portion rode on horses or walked dogs. Although currently not
allowed in BCR, more than half of the BCR users indicated they biked in BCR and about a
fifth of them walked dogs.

The majority of the respondents did not provide a specific time for their memorable
experiences but generally showed deep appreciation to the time spent in the Preserves.
Many frequent users had many pleasant experiences and could not single out a special
instance. The results indicate that the magnificent views of the ridges and valleys, the
contact with old growth trees and streams, the effects of climatic and seasonal changes, etc.
compose memorable “aesthetic experiences”. Also significant was the sense of vigor and
accomplishment gained through physically demanding activities. Encounters with wildlife
such as mountain lions, bobcats and deer were mentioned by a small number, usually with
vivid details. A few also stressed the camaraderie enjoyed when participating in group
biking or picnic events.

Most bikers enjoyed the existing trails, particularly the Kennedy Trail that connects Los
Gatos residents to Mt. El Sombroso. The sheer slope of Priest Rock and Kennedy Trails
are raved by bikers to be world-class biking trails, both challenging to climb and exhilarating
to descend. It also allows true sense of accomplishment when one reaches the top.
However, many commented that the trails are too steep to conquer. Some bikers
recommend providing trails of varying levels so as to accommodate bikers with a wide
range of skill and strength. Bicyclists consistently asked for more trails, particularly the
“unimproved" single track trails instead of paved wide fire roads. Some bicyclists
particularly mentioned the old single track “overgrown” in SA to be highly enjoyable.
Although a few bicyclists demanded exclusive biking trails or “down-hill only” trails where
higher speed can be allowed, most bicyclists wanted more multi-use trails that allow all
kinds of uses. Many bikers expressed the desire to open BCR and some trails previously
accessible to bikers in SA, such as Moody Trail. There is also a strong voice to open up the
top of Mt. Umunhum and create loop trails. They believe mountain biking is a proper way
to explore the extent of SA, since few hikers can make a roundtrip to the heart of the
Preserve within one day.

Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves 1
Stakeholder Questionnaire Results Summary 7152005



Equestrians enjoy the shaded, woody trails in BCR the most and appreciate features such as
water troughs. They demanded more trails to be reopened, such as the ones to the west
of Bear Creek Road that traverses old-growth redwoods. Many equestrians voiced
concermn that Bear Creek Stables might be demolished and they might need to share the
trails with bicyclists in the future.

Hikers, much like bicyclists, enjoy the physical workout, but they seem to avoid summer
hikes when the heat on the trails can be intensive. Although there were a few hikers who
did not want to share trails with bicyclists or demanded stricter bicycling speed regulation,
most respondents appear to be multi-mode and choose to hike and bike at different times.
Hikers also usually bring their dogs as company. Some dog walkers particularly desired to
have off-leash dog areas within the Preserves to allow dogs to experience sufficient
exercise.

The natural beauty and the trails were mentioned as the most valued features in the
Preserves. Such appreciation was usually amplified by the fact that the Preserves are
nearby and accessible for many visitors. For about half of the respondents, the Preserves
can be reached within |5 minutes. A number of Los Gatos respondents particularly
emphasized the importance to be able to bike to the trail head from Kennedy Road
without the need to drive. The Preserves constitute for many a quick escape from the
“hustle and bustle of city life.” They allow solitude experience and offer chances to
observe and appreciate other life forms. It is this “‘close yet far away” character that is most
valued by the surrounding users.

The answers on least liked features and desired enhancements both pointed to the need
for more trails and extended access to broader areas of the Preserves. This includes a
desire for night-time and year-round access. Some considered increasing trails as a way to
reduce conflicts between dogs and horses, hikers and bicyclists, etc. The conflict between
horseback riding and other modes of use seems more pronounced due to the fact that
after wet weather, deep horseshoe prints are left on trails and horses tend to be frightened
by speeding bicycles and dogs. A number of users provided detailed trail alignment plans
for the District's consideration. In addition to trails, facilities such as benches by the trail,
potable water, restrooms, horse-trailer parking and signage are proposed by some. Equally
present was the fear of over-enhancements and the strong desire to keep the Preserves
wild. Several respondents pointed out that many users are willing to contribute to trail
building/maintenance and small improvement projects. Local bicycle or equestrian
associations also possess the know-how in trail planning that should be consulted in the
planning process. The following tables provide more information about the results for each
of the questions.

Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves 2
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Question No. 1

Have you ever visited the Preserves?

Response
Yes No Unsure Total
Sierra Azul 85% (225) |19 (30) 4% (1) 266
Bear Creek Redwoods 24% (58) 66% (158) 10% (23) 239
(Permit Required)
Total Respondents 286
(skipped this question) I5
Question No. 2
What do you do on your visits?
. . Horseback Respondent
Hike Bike Ride Walk Dog Total
Sierra Azul 46% (I111) | 77% (188) 7% (16) 14% (34) 243
Bear Creek Redwoods | 44% (32) | 53% (38) 31% (22) 17% (12) 72
(Permit Required)
Total Respondents 264
(skipped this question) 37
Question No. 3
How long does it take you to travel from your home to the Preserves?
Response Percent Resgonse
Total
Less than 5 minutes |1.4% 32
5-15 minutes 37.7% 106
| 6-30 minutes 32.7% 93
31-45 minutes 12.1% 34
Over 45 minutes 6% |7
Total Respondents 281
Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves 3
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Question No. 4

How often do you visit the Preserves?

Visited | | Visit Once | Visit Once a v?::nae:iw Respondent
Time Only | a Week Month Y Total
ear
Sierra Azul 4% (10) | 40% (95) 24% (57) 33% (77) 236
Bear Creek Redwoods 16% (11) | 31% (21) 13% (9) 41% (28) 68
(Permit Required)
Total Respondents 259
(skipped this question) 42
Question No. 5
What time of the year do you most visit the Preserves?
Jan-Mar | April-June July-Sept Oct-Dec REsgongient
Total
Sierra Azul 52% (116) | 81% (182) | 71% (158) 60% (134) 224
Bear Creek Redwoods 47% (27) | 75% (43) 67% (38) 54% (31) 57
(Permit Required)
Total Respondents 245
(skipped this question) 56
Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves 4
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Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. 6

What was your most memorable experience at the Preserves? Please include the place, the
activities, the environmental features, and your feelings.

Memorability

aesthetic experience
physical challenge

wildlife
camaraderie
others
Total
respondents

102
56
25

Il

199
203

physical challenge

other D
camaraderie D |

wildlife

aesthetic
experience

0 20 40 60 80 100 120
Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. 7
What do you value most about the Preserves?
Valued Features -
other [T] ‘
natural beauty 107 | expansiveness [] | |
trails 86 | g -
. solitude |
close proximity 63 : ] | i
wildlife/plants 28 | aceessiiiy [ ] |
o e T | | |
aCC.eSSIblh'ty 24 | widifelplants j:;_j |
solitude 21 . o L |
expansiveness 9 | close proximity _‘—l—|—’-| |
others 8 trails 1
Total 346 I —
natural beauty |
respondents 237 N S S —
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
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Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. 8

What feature or location do you enjoy the most in the Preserve?

Enjoyed Feature/Location

Trails View
trails in general 33 El Sombroso 2
Kennedy Trail 18 Bald Mountain 2
Limekiln Trail Il Mt. Umunhum 4
single-track trails 8 Loma Prieta 2
equestrian trails 6 Long Ridge 2
Priest Rock Trail 6 view from top 21
Woods Tralil 5 Lexington Reservoir 4
“Overgrown" 4 Total 37
loop trails 2
“Moody Trail” I
“Rattlesnake Trail” I
trails above Lexington I
Barlow Road (
Total 97
Sites
abandoned shed/bam I Bear Creek Stables 2
Four Trees I Fremont older I
Oak tree I old vineyard 2
Power Poles I Saratoga Gap I
spring house I Ugly Sisters I
pond 2 Rancho De Guadalupe I
Hicks Road staging area | Shaded resting areas I
Total |7
|
sites |
|
views/vista l
points ‘
trails
|
Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves 6
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Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. ¢

What do you like least about the Preserve?

Least Liked Feature

others [] l
closing and use restrictions 75 not enough shade/heat [ :
lack of trails 55 trails too difficult ] |
use conflicts/ poor manners 33 lack of faciliies [ ?
management issues 16 over development [ !
natural hazards ] natural hazards [=J |
over development 10 management ssues =] |
lack of facilities 10 use conflicts/ poor manners .:
trails too difficult 0 lack of trails , ‘
not enough shade/heat 9 closing and use restrictions J ]
others 2 '

To_tal 23| 0 20 40 60 80 |
Respondents 207 .
Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. 10
What do you think can be done to enhance the Preserves?
Enhancements
others :I T
provide more information [
more trails/connections 139 encourage volunteer efforts [
reduce user co NﬂICT.S 22 more regulations on certain uses —:J
prOVide more fadlities 22 night time access/year around access |_]
keep it Wlld . ) ' 4 maintenance and historic preservation ‘:j |
maintenance .and historic keep twild [
. prgservatlon 13 provide more facilities [ ] ’
night time access/year around rochuce usar codacts [
access , , H more trails/connections | : ] |
more regulations on certain uses I - !
encourage Volunteer Eﬁ:Of'TS 9 ) 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160
provide more information 7
others 6
Total 254
Respondents 211
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Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. 11

s there anything else you would like to share with us? Please feel free to attach additional

sheets!

(Included in these results are comments or issues raised in emall correspondence)

Issue Topics

Comments

Counts

Access in general

Connect trails to more areas

Open more trails

Open the trails after sunset

Open up Mt. Umunhum

More multi-use trails

Provide general (non-permit) access to BC Preserve

Do not use Thompson Road as access to the Preserve

Want access to ALL the preserves

Use the comer of Summit Road and Bear Creek Road
for parking

— = NN ]|Ww] W] M|

Use Bear Creek Road instead of Summit Road as an
access route to BC Preserve.

Trail networks allow people to appreciate and further
support the open spaces

Provide year-round permits for neighbors

New trails should be single-track to avoid environmental
impacts and enhance aesthetics

Do not discriminate or limit use if possible

Currently there is little variation in routes

Create good multi-use trails to make maintenance easy

Subtotal

38

Biker
Accommodation

Do not restrict bikes from the Preserves

19

Open more trails to biking

Make single-track trails more technical to reduce
speeding bikes.

Studies show that bikes and hikers do an equal amount
of damage to the tralils.

Open more single-track trails to biking

Open BC Preserve to mountain bikers

Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves
Stakeholder Questionnaire Results Summary
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Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. 11

Is there anything else you would like to share with us? Please feel free to attach additional

sheets!

(Included in these results are comments or issues raised in email correspondence)

Issue Topics

Comments

Counts

New trails should be multi-use or biking only.

The Preserves are too large to allow foot travel as the
only use

Studies show that bikes and hikers do an equal amount
of damage to the trails.

Speeding tickets for bikers are pointless

Horses are the cause of trail damage, not bikes

Subtotal

39

Equestrian
Accommodation

Preserve BC Stables where boarders have formed a
close-knit community.

Preserve BC Stables and equestrian-only trails

Preserve BC Stables

Provide horse trailer staging areas

Preserve BC Stables - it is a sacred retreat for us

Preserve BC Stables - it teaches children to respect
nature

Wilh| DU

Re-open BC Preserve trails for equestrians

Provide more access to horses

Subtotal

28

Dog
Accommodation

Provide dog off-leash areas

Treat dog owners fairly

Open the Overlook Trail to dogs

Subtotal

Use
Accommodation
(other)

Allow hang-gliding and paragliding activities in the SA
Preserve.

O [N — | —

Consider odd/even days for hikers/bikers to reduce use
conflicts

Seek creative solutions to conflicts & problems without
discriminating uses

Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves
Stakeholder Questionnaire Results Summary
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Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. 11

Is there anything else you would like to share with us? Please feel free to attach additional

sheets!

(Included in these results are comments or issues raised in email correspondence)

Issue Topics

Comments

Counts

Provide water fountains at trailheads

Provide better access for the eiderly

Provide a limited area for motorcycle use

Open space is for everyone

Keep it available to wildness users

Equestrians, bikers and hikers can share the same trail

Educate users of all to share the trail through signage,
postings and maps

Consider safe parking and staging areas

Allow backpack camping

Subtotal

Planning Process

Interested the planning process

It takes too long to open the acquired lands to the
public.

Talk to the Jesuits, former residents and neighbors to
clarify the mission

Conduct objective survey to understand the true
impacts of different uses and the effect of regulation

Bear Creek Preserve is a misnomer because Bear Creek
does not pass the Preserve.

Subtotal

Community
Resources
Utilization

Use bike groups as a resource for trail building and
maintenance

Would like to donate time to maintain the areas

Would like to provide maps and expertise

Would like to help install more horses water troughs

Develop a pool of volunteers and academics for
planning and construction

Allow more community trail building

Subtotal

Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves
Stakeholder Questionnaire Results Summary
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Questionnaire Open Ended Question No. 11

Is there anything else you would like to share with us? Please feel free to attach additional
sheets!

(Included in these results are comments or issues raised in email correspondence)

Issue Topics Comments Counts
Others Thank you for the good work 18
Thought both areas were off limits to the public 2
Thank you for listening 2

Preserves need to be larger I

Preserve Alma College I

Open space is anti property rights I

Observed trail damage caused by ranger trucks I

Keep public off source of drinking water in BC Preserve I

keep people away from areas infected with sudden oak I
death

Good job opening up Mt. Umunhum Road I

Subtotal 29

Others Access in
: general

Community
resources
utilization

Planning
process

Biker

Other use accomodation

accomodation

Dog
accomodation

Equestrian
accomodation

Sierra Azul /Bear Creek Redwoods Preserves 11
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APPENDIX B1

Bear Creek Stable Open House and Workshop
Results Summary (2015)

APPENDIX A-7
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POPULOUS MEETING NOTES

PROJECT NAME Los Altos BEAR CREEK STABLES Concept Planning
PROJECT No. 15.4005
ATTENDEES COPIES
DATE OF MEETING March 16, 2015 MEETING LOCATION
0 uPs 2™ Day O Email
ISSUE DATE SENT VIA [ UPS Ground O US Mail
[J UPS Next Day [ saturday

1) Public Workshop 1: Open House Meeting Date March 16, 2015. 6PM To 8PM. Results |
Questionnaires

STATION 1

- Most desired programs: Environmental education, programs for children and historical buildings

- Infrastructure improvements wanted

- Open to allow other users (hike, bikes) as long as the horses are the most important and
dominant.

- Issues with allowing other income sources

STATION 2

- The stables. An opportunity for people to get environmental education and have close contact
with the horses. Improvements on infrastructure are needed as well as preservation of the
historical/old buildings. Boarders want to keep paying low prices and are open to charge for
lessons.

- Groups. Possibility to incorporate groups such as disable, children and scouts. Interpretative
infrastructure oriented to environmental education.

- Wanted. They want to incorporate other uses in the site such as hikers, BBQ and, maybe bikes,
but they want to keep every activity/user separate.

- Issues. Concerns about safety between users, thus they recommend separate trails. Main
challenges are erosion, water, fires and other environmental issues existing on-site and
increasing as well as having insurance.

- Access. Lack of accessibility. Need of parking spaces and handicap access. Recommend
separate access for safety.

STATION 3

- Education: Environmental education, training, groups and technology.

- Programs and Infrastructure wanted: public access to riding horses, community gardens, and
volunteers to pick up litter at the top of driveways.

- Eco Techniques: composting area and bathrooms, solar energy and fires control.

- Water: Main concern. Improvements on drainage (drain rock, filter strips, water drainage
management), retaining walls, rainwater system (capture and harvesting), water management,
control run-off and protect creeks.

- Flora and Fauna: Forest plantations with native species, remove non-native species, and manage
ground-squirrel population.

- Horses: Pastures for horses affordable for boarders, horses off hill shade, maximize pastures.

- Erosion: Minimize, prevent and control erosion. Rice straw wattles, terraced.

300 Broadway Street, Suite 39 T +1 415 653 3620 info@populous.com
San Francisco, CA 94133, USA  F +1 415496 0779 populous.com



POPULOUS MEETING NOTES

Date

PROJECT NAME Page 2 of 4

- Planning and Design: Low Impact Design (trail and other infrastructure), provide trash cans and
bins for recycling, ponds and water features.
STATION 4

- Stables and stalls: Upgrade stables, stall drainage issues.

- Paddocks: Need to be improved (footing and drainage)

- Roads and trails: Improve roads (paved, graded and fences)

- Trails: Mores trails (interpretative and history)

- Historic buildings: People love them; they want use them and restore them. Very good comments,
huge appreciation of them.

- Arenas: Improve footing, more arenas for different uses (pony arena), improvements (fences and
drainage), and covered arena.

- Planning and Design: More uses (picnic, more animas, visitor centers, covered areas, activities
for groups) signage, visuals and lighting.

- Facilities and Infrastructure: Need more bathrooms, ADA bathrooms, hot water, someone on-
site, drinking water.

STATION 5

- Improvements and Infrastructure: Improve roads parking, signage, walkways, paths, separate
users, speed bumps and accessibility.

- Activities and Strategies: Keep activities simple and small, More common areas, keep exclusive
for horse people, open to more people, improve safety.

STATION 6

- Lease, founding and Programs: summer schools, rentals, lessons, grants, composting for sell,
venue for events, donations, lease, educational programs, horse show, increase fees,
fundraisers, environmental studies, academic use, camp grounds.
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B Most Desirable  m Least Desirable

2) Public Workshop 1: Open House Meeting Date March 16, 2015. 6PM To 8PM. Results |
Additional Input.

MOUNTAIN SCHOOL (LOS GATOS SARATOGA OBSERVATION NURSERY SCHOOL

- Important to foster where pace of life and technology keep children indoors.

- The school has an outdoor program since 50 years ago.

- 100 families per year are enrolled

- 20 teachers.

- Alumni still support the school.

- Children to connect and care for others and the earth. Children learn best through hands-on
experience.

- Bear Creek Stable: safe, open classroom where children can focus on and connect to nature.

- Convert the George Kendal barn into an interpretative center.

- Possibility to contribute matching funds and labor.

- Support the Friends of Bear Creek.

FRIENDS OF THE BEAR CREEK

- Mission: To preserve and improve the stables while limiting the environmental impact of the
horses. To bring a unique experience of horses to the public.

- Perspective: keep stables a family friendly center, keep the stable sustainable for families,
provide a safe and comfortable place for learn about horses.

- Goals: Lower the environmental impact of the stable on-site, keep the number of horses, more
public access, continue and expand community outreach programs, financial sustainably.
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- Plans: Improve water run-off, add water storage tanks, improve paddock layouts add more riding
lessons and trail rides, provide space for clinics.

- Improvements would like to see: Make old barn usable for classes / outreach, build structure to
store hay, repair and save buildings, re-instate dressage arena.

- Increasing public access: more presence on Facebook, invite trailers to open clinics, invite local
horse clubs for rides.

THE BEAR CREEL STABLES — FRANK BAKONYI

- Facilities — Serving the public: Visitor center (open space staff and rangers, presentation room,
museum or exhibition room, outdoor seating, public restrooms), provide emergency equipment
and facilities, public rest area with bench and tables, public outdoor restroom also for the
handicapped, provide adequate parking for visitors, standard fencing (historical look).

- Safety and access: Upgrade the water systems (3 months’ supply min), fire truck accessibility,
upgrade on-site utilities and power services, roads drainage and erosion protection, provide
adequate parking for public events, fundraisers clinics and visitor trailers, turn-out area for large
truck and trailers, erosion control, maintenance vehicular and equipment building including repair
shop, allow for a caretaker facility.

- Equestrian and other horse needs: Open air dressage arena, covered all weather training and
events arena, main arena drainage for year round usage, uniform stall design with secure track
room, hay storage capacity (4 months for 27), manure management facility (runoff containment
for reuse), provide space and Equi-Ciser exercise equipment, incorporate hot wash area for
horses, quarantine area for sick horses, consider at least two birthing stalls, draft a plan for
suitable future cross country course.

BEAR CREEK OPERATIONS PLAN-OUTLINE

- Vision: Supervised/organized public access to facility programs, safety policy compliance with
applicable regulations, horse rental and equestrian training open to the public, educational
programs/equestrian summer camps, youth summer jobs, commemorate the establishment of US
Cavalry, Civil War, Shagya-Arabian, stables model equestrian facility (combination of private and
public funds), affordable prices for horse boarding, become a point of destination for all outdoor
enthusiasts, goals to be “SMART".

- Program interpretation: FCHR to enter into a long term agreement (10+ yeas), to contribute and
support the current programs, to provide riding lessons for all age groups, to have horses
available for riding rental, assure year round riding, 24/7 presence facility, to cooperate and
endorse social events, to develop public entertainment and educational programs, to organize
fundraiser to help finance stables.

- Facilities and areas to improve: water systems / emergency water storage, roads, emergency
vehicle / fire truck access, hay storage, drainage and landscaping, fences, arena footage, horse
stalls, parking, manure management / covered holding area, public restrooms, facilities visitor
trailers parking.

- Proposed Improvements regarding efficiency and cost effectiveness: professional management
on-site, organize volunteers and equipment donations for future development projects (FCHA
members), lover insurance (“accident prevention program, USEF for all boarders), “smart buying”
— cost awareness, regular maintenance of equipment and facility in order to reduce repairs cost.
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1) Public Workshop 1: Presentation (day 3) Meeting Date March 18, 2015 6PM To 8PM. Results |

Break-Out Sessions

Like the idea of grassy pastures to turn-out horses.

Rental horses OK.

Love educational programs.

Improvements done by boarders: storage, extra feed/supplements; own trailers for storage,
similar-sizes tac room/storage for everyone, paddocks/storage.

How to bring down 72 to 60 horses.

Parking needs.

Moving arena to one of pasture areas could allow parking in the central area.

Eight horses well for group riding/lessons.

Two arenas: One Arena: turn-out and riding lessons. Second arena: share a large arena (borders
and classes in covered arena.

Covered arena is vital for lessons.

Likes two arenas and bring in horses.

Scenario A. Open-air public use, gathering area, good for children and school groups, small
animal’s interaction. Like turning-out horses.

Scenario B: likes open air and covered arenas. Need space for livery stables for additional horses
for lessons. Need small animals (goats). Plan need to be adapted, grow to change? Parking
needed.

Combine scenario A and scenario B.

Trailering horses on Bear Creek Rd is difficult.

Need two arenas.

Keep family oriented and one arena for turn-out horses.

Site plan that evolve over time (open arena can be partially covered.

“Trail Strings” program.

Add additional incomes (clinics, putting in boarding space, add more paddocks).

Stalls flexible and affordable upgrades.

Where would shoeing service be? Public area around the Oak tree?

Kid play area.

Keep affordable.

Terraced hill shade.

Rotational pasture.

Safety: separate public from private.

City water is expensive

Native landscape

Trailers have to be close in case of emergency.

Livery is very important.

300 Broadway Street, Suite 39 T +1 415 653 3620 info@populous.com
San Francisco, CA 94133, USA  F +1 415496 0779 populous.com




POPULOUS MEETING NOTES

Date

PROJECT NAME Page 2 of 2

Comments on the plans:

- Scenario A: Generally prefer scenario A, livery as weekend vendor, move shop by the entrance
for security purposes, keep exit arena, add central picnic area, potential parking / drive thru, add
more arena space, put trailer parking by the entrance.

- Scenario B: Shoeing area and vet area need animal small animal place, tracking areas up top,
alternative for bigger arena in order to fit more horses.

2) Public Workshop 1: Presentation (day 3) Meeting Date March 18, 2015 6PM To 8PM. Results |
Priority-Setting Exercise

- Arenas: 148 x $100 = $14 800
- Boarding Facilities: 117 x $100 = $11 700
- Educational: 93 x $100 = $9 300
- Old buildings: 73 x $100 = $7 300
- Environmental: 58 x $100 = $5 800
- Access/ Parking: 33 x $100 = $3 300

M Arenas

1 Boarding
Facilities

B Educational
Programs

Old Buildings

Access +
Parking

= Environmental
Performance
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