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AGENDA ITEM

Approval of a Recommendation from the Legislative, Funding and Public Affairs Committee to
designate a memorial bench in honor of Betty Salveter at Rancho San Antonio Preserve

GENERAL MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION

Approve the recommendation from the Legislative, Funding and Public Affairs Committee
(LFPAC), and the request of Steve Salveter, to honor his wife, long time District docent and
volunteer, Betty Salveter, with a memorial bench at Rancho San Antonio Preserve. Betty
Salveter passed away on February 1, 2013.

SUMMARY

Steve Salveter submitted a request to LFPAC for consideration of a memorial bench at Rancho
San Antonio Preserve to honor his wife Betty Salveter (Attachment 1). The Salveters began
volunteering as District docents in 1992 and have resided at The Forum (senior residential
community adjacent to Rancho San Antonio Preserve) for many years. At the May 7, 2013
LFPAC meeting the committee suggested that the memorial bench recognition be broadened to
honor both Betty and Steve Salveter and this recommendation was approved. Subsequently,
Steve Salveter reflected on the recommendation and felt it would diminish the recognition he
wanted to be solely for Betty. Steve Salveter has sent follow-up communication (Attachment 2)
to the attention of LFPAC to request that his original proposal be reconsidered and recommended
to the full Board of Directors for approval.

BACKGROUND
The current Policy for Site Naming, Special Recognition, and Gift Naming Policy (Site Naming

Policy) provides for memorial bench requests, under section IVV. BENCHES, B. Constituent
Memorial Benches. The applicable policy section reads as follows:

B. Constituent Memorial Benches

These are benches that have been requested by constituents in order to honor a deceased
member of the public who was a significant supporter or a volunteer of the District
(“Significant Supporters” or “Volunteers” as defined above), and are funded by the
requestors who must pay $5,000 for the lifetime cost of the bench. LFPAC discusses
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requests for these benches and decides which requests will be referred to the full Board
for a vote. Constituent memorial benches must meet the criteria below.

1. Constituent memorial benches shall only be placed in locations that have been pre-
determined by the District and approved by the Planning and Natural Resources
Committee and by the full Board.

2. If arequest for Special Recognition is approved by the Board, the requestor(s) shall
pay for the cost of constructing, installing and maintaining a memorial bench by
contributing $5,000 to a Memorial Bench Fund to cover the lifetime cost of the
bench. The District will put this fund into an interest-bearing account which will be
used solely for memorial bench construction, installation, repair, and maintenance.

3. Bench dedication or recognition plaques will be 2 x 6 inches in size.

4. Benches must be either a backed or a backless standard bench.

DISCUSSION

Steve Salveter is requesting that an existing bench at Rancho San Antonio Preserve be utilized to
commemorate his wife by attaching a small metal plaque (Attachment 4). The bench is located
near the small permit parking lot adjacent to the creek — the approximate location is shown the
attached map (Attachment 3). Steve Salveter’s original email letter of request to LFPAC
acknowledges his understanding of the requirement to provide for the lifetime cost of the bench
at $5,000. Foothills Field Staff made the suggestion to use the existing bench as Steve Salveter
wanted to find a location in Rancho San Antonio Preserve. A sample of a memorial plaque with
dedication language for Betty Salveter is attached (Attachment 4).

Betty and Steve Salveter have been Outdoor Activity Docents (hike leaders), Daniels Nature
Center Hosts, Volunteer Trail Patrol, Conservation Easement Monitors, Fremont Older Tour
Guides, and Preserve Partners (fence builders/trail smoothers/yellow star thistle pullers). At one
point, they also served as acting Volunteer Coordinators for the District, when that post was
vacant. The District was a significant part of their life together and it brought them great joy to
share their love of nature with others, and contribute to the stewardship of open space lands.
Betty passed away on Feb. 1, 2013, after a long battle with Alzheimer's (Attachment 5). Also
attached to this report is a photograph of Betty and Steve Salveter (Attachment 6), and a San Jose
Mercury news article about both of them (Attachment 7).

Steve Salveter indicated to staff that the location of the bench adjacent to the permit lot at
Rancho San Antonio Preserve was perfect, providing a location within manageable walking
distance for residents of the Forum. He also noted that he could not have found a more beautiful
spot in the whole District and that Betty loved the nearby gurgling brook.

FISCAL IMPACT
This item would have installation and maintenance costs (materials and staff time) covered by

the $5,000 required payment to the Memorial Bench Fund/Project Account by Steve Salveter,
the memorial bench requestor.
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BOARD COMMITTEE REVIEW
LFPAC approved this item at its May 7, 2013 meeting.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice was provided as required by the Brown Act.
CEQA COMPLIANCE
This item is not considered a project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
NEXT STEPS

Upon approval by the Board of this memorial bench request Public Affairs staff would move
forward with the assistance of both Planning and Operations staff to implement the memorial
request, including receipt of funds for lifetime cost of bench (installation of plaque, and overall
repair and maintenance), and ordering and installation of a memorial plague.

Attachments:

Original Electronic letter/Memorial request to LFPAC - S. Salveter; 4-21-13
Request to LFPAC — Betty Salveter Only Bench — S. Salveter; 6-11-13
Rancho San Antonio Map — Permit lot bench location

Sample of Memorial Plaque for Betty Salveter — 2x6”

Betty Salveter — End of Life Celebration Program

Photo of Betty and Steve Salveter — 2008

SJ Mercury Article — Betty and Steve Salveter at Windy Hill OSP- 1997

NogakowdnpE

Responsible Department Head:
Shelly Lewis, Public Affairs Department Manager

Prepared by:
Renée Fitzsimons, Docent Programs Manager/ (Prior) Co-Acting Public Affairs Manager

Contact person:
Renée Fitzsimons, Docent Programs Manager



ATTACHMENT1

DATE: May 7, 2013

MEMO TO: Legislative, Funding and Public Affairs Committee
THROUGH: Stephen E. Abbors, General Manager

FROM: Renee Fitzsimons, Co-Acting Public Affairs Manager

SUBJECT: Consideration of Memorial Bench Request for Betty Salveter

This memo is being provided to the Legislative, Funding, and Public Affairs Committee
(LFPAC) to accompany a request received by Stephen Salveter seeking consideration of
a memorial bench at Rancho San Antonio Preserve to honor his wife Betty Salveter. The
Salveters began volunteering as District docents in 1992 and have resided at the Forum
for many years.

Background

The current Policy for Site Naming, Special Recognition, and Gift Naming Policy (Site
Naming Policy) provides for memorial bench requests, under section IV. BENCHES,

B. Constituent Memorial Benches. The proposed revisions to the Site Naming Policy
being considered at the May 7, 2013 LFPAC meeting do modify the section of the policy
that covers memorial bench requests. The current policy reads as follows:

IV. BENCHES
The District places benches in its preserves for three distinct purposes:

A. District Rest Benches

These benches provide constituents with a place to rest. District staff places
these benches without involving a District committee or the full Board. Regular
benches must be either a backed or a backless standard bench as described in
Item IV. D. below.

Page 1 of 3


mradcliffe
Typewritten Text
ATTACHMENT 1


B. Constituent Memorial Benches

These are benches that have been requested by constituents in order to honor a
deceased member of the public who was a significant supporter or a volunteer of
the District (“Significant Supporters” or “Volunteers” as defined above), and are
funded by the requestors who must pay $5,000 for the lifetime cost of the bench.
LFPAC discusses requests for these benches and decides which requests will be
referred to the full Board for a vote. Constituent memorial benches must meet
the criteria below.

1. Constituent memorial benches shall only be placed in locations that have
been pre-determined by the District and approved by the Planning and
Natural Resources Committee and by the full Board.

2. If a request for Special Recognition is approved by the Board, the requestor(s)
shall pay for the cost of constructing, installing and maintaining a memorial
bench by contributing $5,000 to a Memorial Bench Fund to cover the lifetime
cost of the bench. The District will put this fund into an interest-bearing
account which will be used solely for memorial bench construction,
installation, repair, and maintenance.

3. Bench dedication or recognition plaques will be 2 x 6 inches in size.
4. Benches must be either a backed or a backless standard bench.

C. District Memorial Benches

These are benches that are installed by the District in response to requests by the

Board or a member of the Board to honor deceased “Founders”, “Significant
Supporters”, and "Volunteers”.

1. LFPAC can initiate a bench request and refer a decision to the full Board or
individual Board members can initiate a bench request which will be referred
to LFPAC for discussion before it is referred to the full Board for a final

decision. Honorees must be deceased “"Founders”, “Significant Supporters”,
and "Volunteers” (as defined above).

2. For these benches there are no design specification limits or limits on their
location. The District will pay for the lifetime cost of the bench.
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Discussion

Mr. Salveter is requesting commemoration of an existing bench at Rancho San Antonio
Preserve. The bench is located near the small permit parking lot adjacent to the creek
(Attachment A- map). Mr. Salveter submitted an email letter of request (Attachment B)
and acknowledges his understanding of the requirement to provide for the lifetime cost
of the bench.

Betty and Steve Salveter have been Outdoor Activity Docents (hike leaders), Daniels
Nature Center Hosts, Volunteer Trail Patrol, Conservation Easement Monitors, Fremont
Older Tour Guides, and Preserve Partners (fence builders/trail smoothers/yellow star
thistle pullers). At one point, they also served as acting Volunteer Coordinators for the
District, when that post was vacant. The District was significant part of their life together
and it brought them great joy to share their love of nature with others, and contribute
to the stewardship of open space lands. Betty passed away on Feb. 1, 2013, after a long
battle with Alzheimer's.

Mr. Salveter indicated to staff that the location of the bench adjacent to the permit lot
was perfect, providing a location within manageable walking distance for residents of
the Forum. He also noted that he could not have found a more beautiful spot in the
whole District and that Betty loved the nearby gurgling brook.

Next steps

If LFPAC agrees to forward this memorial bench request to the Board, the item would
agendized for the next available Board meeting and Mr. Salveter would be invited to
attend. The Board has final authorization to approve the memorial proposal. If
approved, Public Affairs staff would move forward with the assistance of both Planning
and Operations staff to implement the memorial request, including receipt of funds for
lifetime cost of bench (installation of plaque, and overall repair and maintenance), and
ordering and installation of a memorial plaque.

Attachments:

1. Electronic letter/Memorial request -S. Salveter; 4-21-13
2. Rancho San Antonio Map — Permit lot bench location
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Michelle Radcliffe

From: I on behalf of Stephen Salveter _
Sent: Sunday, April 21, 2013 1:55 PM

To: Renee Fitzsimons

Subject: Betty Salveter Memorial Bench

Renee Fitzsimons, Acting Public Affairs Manager
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District

330 Distel Circle

Los Altos, CA 94022

RE: Memorial Bench Request for consideration by the Legislative, Finance, and Public Affairs Committee/
Board of Directors

My wife, Betty Salveter, and | have done various volunteer activities for the District for many years
(approaching 20 years). We were Outdoor Activity Docents (hike leaders), Daniels Nature Center Hosts,
Volunteer Trail Patrol, Conservation Easement Monitors, Fremont Older Tour Guides, and Preserve Partners
(fence builders/trail smoothers/yellow star thistle pullers). At one point, we were the acting Volunteer
Coordinators for the District, when that post was vacant for a while. The District was our Joy and our Life
Together.

Betty passed away on Feb. 1, 2013, after a long battle with Alzheimer's. | would like to sponsor and endow a
Memorial for her. Your staff has suggested the existing bench by the Permit Lot at Rancho San Antonio, and |
think it is perfect. | would pay for the bench and memorial plaque and the required contribution for
maintenance.

Would you please consider this at your earliest convenience?
Best regards,
Steve Salveter

Cupertino, CA 95014
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Renee Fitzsimons ATTACHMEN 12

From: I o~ behalf of Stephen Salveter |G

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2013 4:52 PM

To: Renee Fitzsimons

Subject: Memorial Bench Request for consideration by the Legislative, Finance, and Public

Affairs Committee/ Board of Directors

Michelle Radcliffe, Clerk of the Board

Shelly Lewis, Public Affairs Manager

Renee Fitzsimons, Docent Programs Manager

Legislative, Finance, and Public Affairs Committee (LFPAC)

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District
330 Distel Circle
Los Altos, CA 94022

RE: Memorial Bench Request for consideration by the Legislative, Finance, and Public Affairs
Committee/ Board of Directors

At the LFPAC Meeting on May 7, 2013, the committee considered a request from me, Steve Salveter,
for a memorial bench to honor my wife Betty Salveter. During that discussion, Director Hanko made an
extraordinarily generous suggestion that the scope of the bench be broadened to include both Betty and
Steve Salveter.

I was not prepared for the suggestion, and could not clearly visualize the ramifications, so I gratefully
accepted the modification. Slowly I began to realize that this could slightly diminish the honor that
belonged to Betty, and that my descendants could worry about a bench for me when the time comes. So,
I respectfully request the Committee to change the scope of the bench to be for Betty Salveter alone and
ask that the full Board of Directors consider that request as well.

Best regards,

Steve Salveter

-
Cupertino, CA 95014
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While the District strives to use the best available digital data, this data does not represent a legal survey and is merely a graphic illustration of geographic features.
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Attachment 4
June 26, 2013 - Board Agenda Item 6

EXAMPLE OF MEMORIAL PLAQUE:

Size 2 x 6”; to be installed on back of bench
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