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The Bay Area Ridge Trail supports creating a multi-use regional trail connection and new staging
area in the central and upper areas of the La Honda Creek Open Space Preserve. Inclusive public
access to natural spaces is more important than ever, and this preserve contains 5 planned miles of
multi-use Ridge Trail that would allow visitors to enjoy the sweeping views of the hills and coast.
The Ridge Trail in San Mateo County is already 70% complete, and closing this long awaited 5-mile
gap would bring it to almost 80% complete. 

The Ridge Trail greatly appreciates the staff's hard work and thorough community input process and
supports whichever feasible staging area location will allow for the multi-use Ridge Trail to be built
and connect to El Corte de Madera and eventually Russian Ridge and beyond. 

Opening and connecting the upper and central areas of the La Honda Creek OSP will make a future
fully-connected Ridge Trail possible, and allow Bay Area residents to enjoy and connect with nature
in their own backyard. 
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Thank you for your very careful consideration of the steps forward on this front. I think you have a
real puzzle to solve.
Of the options I've read about in the working group's report and thought about as a local resident,
I'd lend my support first expanding to the existing Sears Ranch Rd parking area if you are to do only
one thing. I'd be dismayed by a plan to develop parking deeper into the area from the existing Sears
Ranch parking area *unless* you provide a hiking/cycling trail well away from road for those parking
at the current Sears Ranch Rd lot. A new, separated trail might make the interior parking option
entirely feasible, assuming the opened road has a low speed limit and even traffic calming measures.
I think it's well worth expanding access from the Event Center area, as access from 84 is relatively
safe there.
I don't much like the idea of additional parking on Sears Ranch Rd near the school; I don't see that it
solves any of your puzzle.
I think the LH07 option is better than any development around the Red Barn for safe access from 84,
but it's not all that much better. 
I urge you to abandon plans for parking around the Red Barn given the traffic on 84. I urge you to
understand that access there is asking for trouble--signing it up for it, even. And traffic in the area
has gotten still worse since the committee began this work.
Thank you again for taking this carefully and deliberately.
- Liz Chapman
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Just reviewed the working group documents, which are long and complex. However, just to share my thoughts re: 

public access: 

 

1. Strongly in favor of developing any trails to all areas of the preserve, even if the only lot(s) is/are at Sears Ranch road. 

Many hikers would hike to the north of the preserve and back from this lot, which is currently underutilized. 

 

2. Where feasible, support more public access at the various identified areas at or near the Sears Ranch parking lot, as 

well as the Driscoll Ranch area. 

 

3. Where feasible, support permit or docent-led-only access at LH gate 7, west of the Red Barn area. Concern about 

potential for weekenders to park all along Rt. 84 there to access without permit? The same would hold true if there was 

a permit/docent-led parking lot near the Red Barn. 

 

4. Very concerned about traffic along Route 84.  

 

5. In favor of developing trail connection(s) to El Corte Madera Creek Preserve, adding a way to access the North La 

Honda preserve besides the Allen Rd. permit lot. 

 

Appreciate all the time and energy that went into this study, from all the members of the Working Group.  

Thank you! Maryann Chwalek 

 








