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       AGENDA ITEM 2 
AGENDA ITEM   
 
Memorial Grove Signage Plan Proposed by Save the Redwoods League Associated with an 
Existing Partnership at Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve  
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION  

 
Forward a recommendation to the full Board of Directors to approve the Memorial Grove 
Signage Plan at Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve to minimize individual donor 
signage and install a centralized recognition signboard based on a Committee-selected design 
option. 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Preserve) was greatly expanded in 1984 by a 
property acquisition partially funded by Save the Redwoods League (League).  The League’s 
ability to designate memorial groves within the Preserve was a condition of that purchase 
agreement. To continue raising donor funds and increase recognition for this program, the 
League is requesting authorization to install a centralized recognition signboard at the west 
entrance of the Preserve.  Installation of this signboard will substantially reduce the number of 
future donor recognition signs that might have been installed at each grove on the property; 
rather than placing a sign at each memorial grove, as has been the practice, the recognition would 
instead be centralized at the new signboard.  Of the 80 groves that remain to be dedicated, only 
eight would be allowed to include a sign at the grove site. The recommendation means that the 
number of additional individual donor recognition signs that could ultimately be placed at the 
Preserve would be reduced by 90%.  
 
DISCUSSION   
 
Background 
In 1984, the District purchased the 1,662 acre Wilkins property (R-84-21) with a contribution 
from Save the Redwoods League.  At the time of purchase, the Wilkins property was largely 
comprised of second growth redwood forest under an active Timber Harvest Plan that added 
substantial value to the property.  The $6,000,000 cost of the property was considered beyond the 
District’s means, and staff worked to secure the $2,000,000 grant from the League to purchase 
this vital parcel of redwood forest land.  As a condition of the grant, the District Board of 
Directors agreed that the League would be permitted to designate Memorial Groves up to five 
acres in size, on both the former Wilkins property and the property already owned by the District 
in Whittemore Gulch (see Attachment 1, Appendix B).  
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The League has protected almost 200,000 acres of redwood forest in California and helped to 
create more than 60 redwood parks and preserves.  Since 1921, the League’s Grove Program has 
generated new funds for continued protection of redwood forests (see Attachment 2).  Groves 
available for dedication are traditionally located on public land that has been protected with help 
from the League.  In this Preserve, the League currently has 17 dedicated groves and 34 available 
groves within the lower Higgins Canyon area along the Redwood Trail and Upper Purisima 
Creek Trail (see Attachment 1, Appendix E).  Within the Upper Skyline area near Skyline 
Boulevard, there are six dedicated groves and three available groves (see Attachment 1, 
Appendix F).  Consistent with the conditions of the League’s grant agreement, the League will 
be adding 43 groves for dedication along the Whittemore Gulch Trail on the western side of the 
preserve (see Attachment 1, Appendix H).   
 
Proposed Centralized Recognition Signboard and Signage Plan 
Save the Redwoods League is requesting the following: 

A centralized grove recognition signboard that shows all dedicated and available groves 
within the Preserve to be located adjacent to the two existing signboards at the Gate PC05 
west Preserve entrance, near Higgins Canyon Road and Purisima Creek Road.  

The centralized recognition signboard would be accompanied by the following Signage Plan to 
reduce the number of future individual donor recognition signs to no more than eleven: 
1. Newly-designated Whittemore Gulch groves would be recognized solely through the 

centralized recognition signboard.  Unlike the lower Higgins Canyon area and Upper Skyline 
area, none of the 43 memorial groves in Whittemore Gulch would be allowed to have 
individual signs.  

2. Individual signs would be placed for the two groves within lower Higgins Canyon and one 
grove within upper Skyline that have already been dedicated and for which the donors have 
been promised a sign.  

3. Within the lower Higgins Canyon area, the League would have the option to continue 
offering individual wooden signs in five specific existing groves with a higher donation 
threshold (see Attachment 1, Appendix E).  

4. Within the upper Skyline area, the League would have the option to continue offering 
individual wooden signs in three specific existing groves with a higher donation threshold 
(Attachment 1, Appendix F).  

Proposed Design Options for the Centralized Recognition Signboard 
The proposed centralized recognition signboard would allow the League to provide donor 
recognition and information on the Grove Program in a centralized location and minimize the 
number of new donor signs added throughout the Preserve.  
The signboard design would match the two existing Preserve signboards at this location.  If the 
Committee supports the centralized signboard request, the Committee is asked to then select 
from the following two design options for the signboard frame text to recognize the partnership 
between the League and the District (see Attachment 1, Appendix G): 
 

Option One shows “Save the Redwoods League Partnership” on the upper frame and 
“Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District” on the bottom.  
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Option Two shows “Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District and Save the Redwoods 
League Partnership” at the top of the frame. In order to accommodate the two lines of text at 
the top of the frame with this option, the signboard frame design will differ slightly from the 
existing signboards.   

 
FISCAL IMPACT   
 
The Memorial Grove signage request will not result in any additional fiscal impact for the 
District as all costs associated with design, fabrication, installation, and maintenance would be 
paid for by the League.   
 
PUBLIC NOTICE   
 
Public notice was provided as required by the Brown Act. 
 
CEQA COMPLIANCE   
 
A Categorical Exemption is anticipated under the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant 
to the following exemptions:  

Section 15304 – Minor Alterations to Land 
Section 15311 – Accessory Structures 

 
NEXT STEPS 
 
Following Legislative, Funding, & Public Affairs Committee (LFPAC) consideration, the 
General Manager would forward LFPAC’s recommendations to the full Board of Directors for 
consideration and approval.  
  
Attachments 

1. Save the Redwoods League Memorial Grove Signage Proposal 
2. Save the Redwoods League Honor Tree and Grove Brochure 
3. District Guidelines for Grove Signage 

 
Responsible Department Head:  
Jane Mark, AICP, Planning Manager 
 
Prepared by: 
Alicia Halpern, Planner I 
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December 12, 2016 

 

Alicia Halpern 

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District 

330 Distel Circle 

Los Altos, CA  94022-1404 

 

Save the Redwoods League requests to make additional Groves available for dedication along the 

Whittemore Gulch Trail at the west end of Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (“Preserve”), as 

well as adopt centralized grove recognition signage for all dedicated and future Groves in the Preserve. 

 

Since 1918, Save the Redwoods League has protected nearly 200,000 acres of redwood forests and 

supporting landscapes, helped create more than 60 inspiring redwood parks and reserves, and served more 

than 120,000 children through our education programs. Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve 

was established in 1984 when Save the Redwoods League contributed $2M towards the acquisition of the 

1,662 acre Wilkins property for inclusion in the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District parklands as a 

public preserve (see Appendix A). In making this significant contribution towards the property acquisition, 

the League retained the right to dedicate honorary Groves on Preserve land (see Appendix B, page 4). Since 

then, the League and Midpen have continued to partner on other projects such as “Redwoods and Climate 

Change” high school education programs, and the Loma Mar property purchase that expanded Midpen’s 

Memorial Park. 

 

Save the Redwoods League has long partnered with agencies, at the national, state, and regional levels, to 

protect and steward redwood forests and to connect people with their peace and beauty.  Since 1921, the 

League’s Grove Program has been instrumental to our ability to raise funds to support this work.  

 

Traditionally, areas where Groves are available for dedication are on land that was protected with the help 

of Save the Redwoods League, and then transferred or designated to a public agency partner for long term 

management. Deeds, divestment or purchase paperwork commonly include language affirming that the 
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League retains the right to dedicate honorary Groves on the land that the League purchased or helped to 

acquire, in order to raise new funds to protect additional redwood lands.   

The League’s Grove Program provides a means for donors to have an honorary redwood acreage 

dedicated to honor or memorialize a spouse, relative, friend, organization or important occasion. The 

program has been, and continues to be, a major source of funding for the League to acquire and restore 

redwood lands to ensure protection of these special places for generations of visitors to enjoy. 

 

Currently, donors make significant donations to the League, and in recognition of their contribution an 

honorary acreage of redwood forest known as a “Grove” can be dedicated. Grove donation amounts 

currently range from $35,000 to $1 million, and are determined by the individual parcel’s accessibility and 

attributes, such as size and number of trees. The acreage varies depending on location and donation 

amount, but Groves generally range from 1 to 10 acres. Some Groves are accessible by road or trail, while 

others are located in the deeper reaches of the forest. League-produced and updated maps illustrate the 

locations of dedicated and available Grove parcels. 

 

After a Grove is named by a donor it remains an honorary designation within an unbroken forest. No real 

property value or additional rights are transferred to the donor. The land remains the property of the 

managing agency. The landscape is not marred by fences and boundaries but instead is marked by 

appropriate signage noting the name chosen by the donors and approved by the managing agency. 

Managing agency personnel cooperate with the League to install and help maintain signage that identifies 

the Groves. Individual grove signs have been traditionally offered in Groves accessible by road or trail, and 

not in Groves located in the deeper reaches of the forest (as these are not accessible). 

 

Currently, 37 Groves are available for dedication in the Preserve along around the Purisima Creek Trail 

and off Skyline Boulevard (see Appendix C).  

 

The style of Grove signage has varied slightly by park and year in which the Grove was dedicated. 

Recognition signs are an important part of the Grove Program because donors are often more motivated to 

make a donation when some form of recognition is available in or near the dedicated Grove.  

 

Currently, Grove recognition in the Preserve consists of individual wooden signs made of reclaimed 

redwood or redwood-stained wood (see Appendix D).  The sign board is approximately 1 by 3 feet (or 

smaller), with one or two sign posts that stand approximately 2-4 feet above ground. The grove name is 

engraved on the sign board and painted yellow. The aim of this sign aesthetic is to fit with the redwood 

surroundings. The League currently covers the cost of fabricating these grove signs. These signs have been 

installed in the existing “Lower Higgins” grove area around Purisima Creek and “Upper Skyline” grove area 

near Skyline Boulevard (see Appendix C).  
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Over the years, some visitors and park personnel have expressed interest in reevaluating Grove signage from 

environmental, maintenance, and visitor perspectives. The League shares this consideration, and with this 

in mind, proposes implementing centralized signage and minimizing individual signage (with the long-term 

goal being to depart from individual signage). We believe that taking these steps will demonstrate the 

shared values of Midpen and Save the Redwoods League, while also continuing to offer a Grove dedication 

fundraising program that is motivational to prospective donors. 

 

Individual Signage 

We propose offering and installing a limited number of individual wooden signs in select groves within the 

“Lower Higgins” and “Upper Skyline” grove areas. There are 37 total groves that remain available for 

dedication in the “Lower Higgins” and “Upper Skyline” grove areas (see Appendices E, F), of which we 

propose that 8 groves remain available for individual wooden sign installation. There are 7 Groves shown 

on the “Lower Higgins” map, including 2 Groves that have already been dedicated but signs have yet to be 

installed. And there are 4 Groves shown on the “Upper Skyline” map, including 1 Grove that has already 

been dedicated but the sign has yet to be installed. Besides these select Groves, all other Groves would be 

recognized via the proposed centralized panels. 

 

The criteria for these groves with individual signs are that they are at a “more significant” gift level (between 

$75,000-$200,000 at the League’s current 2016 gift levels), and that they are along the Purisima Creek Trail 

or off Skyline Blvd. Having these select groves available is important for providing opportunities to donors 

who are very motivated to make a gift, especially larger gifts, towards a Grove dedication where an 

individual sign is possible. 

 

We will continue to fabricate these signs independently, as we have in past, and ask Midpen “Visitor 

Services” staff to assist with the installation of these signs within individual Groves.  

 

Centralized Signage 

We propose the centralized grove recognition sign be designed and fabricated to match the two existing 

wooden kiosk Preserve signs (see Appendix G), and installed alongside these two signs just off the Purisima 

Creek Trail near the Preserve’s west entrance. The proposed sign style is also consistent with the Peninsula 

Open Space Trust partner sign at Windy Hill Preserve. 

 

We propose the sign be labeled with “Save the Redwoods League Partnership” and “Midpeninsula Regional 

Open Space District” (see Appendix G). The sign display would include a map of League-affiliated grove 

areas, and the locations and recognition names of dedicated groves. The sign display would also provide 

history on the Preserve’s acquisition and background information on the partnership between Save the 

Redwoods League and Midpen. This provides the opportunity to better showcase the story of how the 

Grove Program, and the families and organizations who have supported it, have contributed to the 
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Preserve. We plan to fabricate the display materials on laminated, UV-resistant vinyl mounted on magnetic 

backing. 

 

Save the Redwoods League will provide funding to cover the costs of fabricating and installing the new sign 

and updating the display materials. Fabricating the sign will cost between $1,500-3,000 approximately (one-

time cost). Fabricating the display materials and maps will cost approximately $75 each (updated a couple 

times annually at most). Save the Redwoods League can also cover additional construction or permit related 

costs for this project. 

 

For consistency, we will fabricate both the sign and display materials using Midpen’s preferred suppliers. 

Since Midpen has existing relationships with the sign suppliers, Midpen and League staff agree that it is 

most efficient and cost effective for the League to convey needed sign orders to Midpen, and for Midpen to 

then place the orders with the suppliers. 

 

In terms of updating the displays on a routine basis; Save the Redwoods League will be responsible for 

maintaining the content of the display. Save the Redwoods League will fund all replacements and Midpen 

staff will facilitate the production of the sign board maps and physically replacing materials in the sign 

board. 

 

Through this signage, we hope to provide an improved interpretive and educational experience for all 

Preserve visitors, as well as a meaningful donor recognition opportunity. We also hope to create a lessened 

environmental impact and a longer-term, more sustainable approach to signage. 

 

In the near future, Save the Redwoods League also plans to explore opportunities for digital and online 

recognition of the Grove program and dedications done at the Preserve. We look forward to sharing this 

project with Midpen as it develops. 

The League is interested in making new Groves available for dedication along the Whittemore Gulch Trail 

in Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve. The League already offers dedications in the Preserve in 

the “Lower Higgins” grove area around Purisima Creek and “Upper Skyline” grove area near Skyline 

Boulevard (see Appendix C). 

 

The proposed Grove area is located along the north and south sides of Whittemore Gulch Trail. Groves 

would begin after the gate at the Preserve’s west entrance and extend approximately 1 mile along the trail. 

At this time, the League is proposing to add 43 individual Groves within this new Grove area. See proposed 

Grove addition map (Appendix H). We propose only offering Grove donor recognition of these Groves via 

the new centralized kiosk signage (instead of via individual wooden signs).  
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League donors have shown a strong interest in supporting redwood conservation through the dedication of 

Groves in the Preserve. By increasing the options and creating availability for more Grove dedications, 

significant funding opportunities will be created to further redwood protection, restoration, research, and 

educational programs. 

 

As established in the Grant of Restriction with Covenants (Appendix B) and other documents (Appendix 

A) signed by the League and Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, the League has reserved rights to 

establish Grove dedication areas in the Whittemore Gulch area: 

 Grant of Restriction with Covenants “3. Reservation of Use by District”: The Save-the-

Redwoods League shall be permitted to designate sites, up to five acres in size, as Redwood 

memorial or honor groves on the Subject Property, and property adjacent to the Subject 

Property owned and operated by DISTRICT in Whittemore Gulch, for the purpose of raising 

new funds for continued protections of Redwood trees and Redwood forests.” 

The League proposes the following, which is based on our Grove establishment and expansion process with 

CA State Parks.  

 

1. The establishment or expansion of Groves in Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve 

should be approved in writing by Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District to Save the 

Redwoods League.  

2. The layout of the Groves should be approved by Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District.  

3. Once approved, the League will be responsible for creating and updating maps, as well as 

arranging recognition signage as necessary. 

 

Save the Redwoods League looks forward to building and improving the legacy of the Grove Program at 

Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve in partnership with Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 

District. Thank you for reviewing this proposal and providing your feedback. If you have questions, please 

contact Jennifer Verhines, Donor Stewardship Manager at (415) 820-5830 or 

jverhines@savetheredwoods.org.  
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Memorial Groves, San Mateo CountyPurisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
December 2015
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Sign board dimensions: 
Height: 9 in 
Width: 26 to 30 in 
 
Sign post dimensions:   
54 in tall 
Use current 4 x 4 in post 
 
Sample images: 
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Lower Higgins Canyon Groves, San Mateo CountyPurisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
September 2016
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Upper Skyline Groves, San Mateo County
Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
September 2015
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Whittemore Gulch Groves, San Mateo CountyPurisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve
December 2015
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Dedicate a Place of Peace and  
             Wonder in the Redwood Forest
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Leave a Living Legacy
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Honor a Loved One by 
           Dedicating a Redwood Tree or Grove

Honor
Walk through a redwood grove —
made up of the tallest and some of 
the largest, oldest beings on Earth — 
and you can’t help but experience 
peace and awe. Many feel that 
there is no more fitting way to honor 
and memorialize those they love 
and respect than with the gift that 
protects these magnificent redwoods 
for future generations.

Dedicating a redwood tree or grove 
through a gift to Save the Redwoods 
League ensures that the forest’s 
grandeur will continue to inspire 
future generations.Your support 
through this special program 
is instrumental in enabling the 
League to permanently protect and 
restore redwood forests and invest 
in building the next generation of 
redwoods caretakers.

Since 1921, Save the Redwoods has 
dedicated more than 300 honor and 
memorial trees and 1,000 honor 
and memorial groves in California 
Redwoods State Parks, reserves and 
Redwood National Park. You can 
mark important occasions — such 
as births, weddings, anniversaries  
or deaths — with these unique, 
timeless and tangible gifts.
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Dedicating a Tree

With a gift of $2,500 to $25,000, you 
may personally select, dedicate and 
name an individual redwood tree in 
one of these redwoods parks:
	
	 •  Butano State Park
	 •  Humboldt Redwoods State Park
	 •  Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park 			 
       (available in the future)
	 •  Wilder Ranch State Park

After the tree is dedicated, we 
will send you a certificate and an 
updated map including the name 
you chose for the tree and its 
location. The gift amount is based on 
the location and diameter of the tree.

Dedicating a Grove

Groves are available in 19 redwoods 
parks. Some groves can be visited 
by trail or road, while others are 
located in the deeper and wilder 
reaches of the forest. Personalized 
maps illustrate the location of the 
available groves, and League staff 
members may be able to accompany 
you on a visit. Those unable to visit 
the redwoods may ask the League 
to designate a grove for them. 
Donations vary based on the size 
and age of the trees, density of  
forest cover, acreage, accessibility 
and location. 

Grove gifts, which begin at $35,000, 
may be made in a lump sum, over a 
period of three years, or in your will 
or other form of planned gift. In many 
parks, a sign or plaque bearing the 
name of the honoree may be placed 
in the grove. 

For more information, visit 
SaveTheRedwoods.org/dedicate,  
call (888) 836-0005, or email  
dedicate@SaveTheRedwoods.org.

You can dedicate a grove like the  
one pictured here, which is in Butano 
State Park.

Dedicate
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Reflect
Redwood tree and grove dedications, 
and the significant gifts to Save the 
Redwoods League that support them, 
have played an important role in 
creating, expanding and caring for 
California’s 49 Redwoods State Parks. 
In fact, the League’s protection of  
the redwoods and our early leaders 
helped create the California state 
parks system that millions of visitors  
enjoy today. 

The first grove was dedicated in 1921 
to honor Colonel Raynal Bolling, the 

first high-ranking American officer 
to fall in combat during World War I. 
This dedication established Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park, now home 
to the largest remaining old-growth 
redwood forest in the world.

Today, dedications continue to 
fund the League’s work to support 
magnificent redwood forests statewide, 
including those in California Redwoods 
State Parks. We continue to build on 
our history of partnership to protect 
these special places for generations of 
visitors to enjoy.

As you walk in redwoods parks, 
you may see markers or signs that 
honor individuals, families and 
organizations. Each dedication has 
a unique story. Regardless of the 
reason for dedicating a tree or grove, 
those who have made dedications 
have played an important role in 
protecting redwood forests and 
contributing to this conservation 
partnership.

The first grove was dedicated in  
1921, establishing Humboldt Redwoods  
State Park.

A Longtime Partnership
                     for Conservation
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About Save the Redwoods League

Since 1918, Save the Redwoods 
League has been protecting and 
restoring redwood forests and 
connecting people with their peace 
and beauty so these wonders of the 
natural world flourish. Our generous 
supporters have enabled us to 

• protect nearly 200,000 acres in 
more than 66 parks and reserves 
• restore more than 4,000 acres of 
redwood forestland 
• introduce more than 69,000 
children to the redwoods since 1999, 
inspiring new forest champions 
• lead scientific forest research that 
results in discoveries to inform our 
conservation investments

The League is the only organization 
with the comprehensive approach 
needed to ensure forests that take 
thousands of years to grow will be 
here for thousands more. We know 
that our work is making a difference 
in saving some of the most magical 
places on the planet. 

We cannot do it alone.

Let’s Walk into 
             the Woods Together

To learn more about Save the Redwoods League, please call (888) 836-0005, or visit SaveTheRedwoods.org.
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Dedicating this grove gave me an 
opportunity to reconnect with my 
mother in a way that she and I had 
often done while she was alive … 
through the beauty and healing 
power of nature.” 
                          — Andrea Speraw, Member 

 “
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To use our resources responsibly, Save the 
Redwoods League publications are printed 
with soy-based inks on paper that is 100% 
recycled, 100% postconsumer  content, 
processed chlorine-free and certified by the 
Forest Stewardship Council.

ConneCT WiTH Us

111 sutter street 

11th Floor

san Francisco CA 94104

p  415 362 2352

 888 836 0005    

f 415 362 7017    

WALK AMONG GIANTSsM

info@saveTheRedwoods.org 

SaveTheRedwoods.org  
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Sign Placement Guidelines for Individual Grove Recognition Signs  
Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve 
Partnership between Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (Midpen) and 
Save the Redwoods League (League)  

Midpen and the League have developed a signage plan where groves will be recognized on a centralized 
signboard.  As determined between Midpen and the League, a limited number of groves remain eligible 
to be individually signed. When individual signs are installed, the following guidelines shall be considered 
for appropriate sign placement. These guidelines provide the League with an official document to inform 
donors of the permissible placement of individual grove recognition signs and assist Midpen Rangers 
when working with the League on locating new donor signs in the Preserve.   
 

Environmental and Resource Considerations 

• Avoid root damage by placing sign away from the base of mature redwoods  
• Locate outside of the tree’s dripline 
• When near creek corridors, locate sign outside of riparian vegetation, above high water line, 

and at least five feet from erosion-prone embankments 
• Avoid steep slopes prone to erosion  
• Avoid known cultural and historical resource sites  

Location & Visibility 

• Sign should be visible from the trail while still blending harmoniously into the natural 
environment 

• Place sign at least five to ten feet back from the trail’s edge 
• Place signs a minimum of 200 feet apart to minimize aesthetic impacts of multiple signs 

Individual sign aesthetics should match the following specifications: 

Sign Specs 

• Individual grove signs may not be larger than 30 inches wide and 9 inches tall  
• Follow the sign aesthetic of existing recognition signs 
• Signs shall be composed of reclaimed redwood or redwood-stained wood with the grove name 

engraved on the sign and painted yellow; if using a stain, the stain shall be “flat”; no gloss is 
allowed. 

• Install signs on a single four-by-four post 
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