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AGENDA ITEM 6 
AGENDA ITEM   
 
Approval of Rangeland Management Plan for October Farm  
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATIONS  

 
1. Determine that the recommended actions are categorically exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as set out in the staff report. 
  

2. Approve the Rangeland Management Plan for the October Farm portion of the Purisima 
Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve. 

 
3. Adopt an Amendment to the Preliminary Use and Management Plan for the October Farm 

portion of the Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve to incorporate the Rangeland 
Management Plan. 

 
SUMMARY 
 
On March 14, 2012 (R-12-30), the Board approved the purchase of the October Farm portion of 
the Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve (“October Farm”) and associated 
Preliminary Use and Management Plan (“PUMP”).  Per the PUMP, the District has continued 
grazing under a year-to-year interim grazing lease with a tenant while a comprehensive 
Rangeland Management Plan (“Plan”) was being developed.  In 2016 Sage and Associates, Inc., 
a California Certified Rangeland Manager (CRM), completed a comprehensive plan for October 
Farm and, if the Plan is approved by the Board, the District will develop a long-term 
conservation grazing lease for October Farm and continue the use of livestock grazing for natural 
resource and vegetation management.     
 
DISCUSSION  
  
The District acquired the 270-acre October Farm in 2012 as an addition to the Purisima Creek 
Redwoods Open Space Preserve (Attachment 1).  The property, located within the Coastal 
Annexation Area, included livestock grazing at the time of acquisition.  Per the Coastside 
Service Plan, continuation of livestock grazing was required and the District entered into an 
interim grazing lease with an existing grazing tenant, Doug Edwards, under the General 
Manager’s authority.  At the time of acquisition, the Board also adopted the PUMP for October 
Farm, which required: 
 

“Preparation of a Rangeland Management Plan in accordance with the District’s 
Coastside Service Plan and the District’s Grazing Management Policy.  Present the 
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Rangeland Management Plan for review and approval by the District Board of Directors.  
Rent the grassland areas for cattle grazing on a short-term interim basis until Rangeland 
Management Plan and lease is developed for the property.” 

 
In accordance with the PUMP, the District hired Sage and Associates, Inc. in 2016 to develop a 
comprehensive Rangeland Management Plan (Plan) for October Farm (Attachment 2).  Sage and 
Associates was selected through a competitive bid process in which they were the lowest priced 
responsive, responsible bidder.   Staff presented the Plan to the San Mateo County Farm Bureau 
on April 3, 2016 at their regular meeting.  The main recommendations from the Plan are 
summarized below: 
 
Stocking Rate: 
The Plan recommends seasonal rotational grazing on October Farm during the spring and early 
summer months with an estimated 186 Animal Unit Months (AUMs) equivalent to 36 cows for 
six months.  Additionally, the Plan identifies that year-round rotational grazing is also 
acceptable, provided adequate stock water is available.  Applying the same annual stocking rate 
of 186 AUMs, this would be equivalent to 18 cows year-round. 
 
Rangeland Infrastructure: 
October Farm was historically grazed with well-developed infrastructure in place and the Plan 
requires no immediate need for improvements.  Perimeter fencing is in good repair and requires 
no replacement or additional sections to be installed.  Interior fencing is a combination of natural 
barriers and wire fencing in good repair.  Additional fencing may be constructed to protect 
natural resources if unacceptable damage is observed per the District’s Natura Resource Policies. 
 
Stock water is provided by a groundwater well powered by a windmill and stored in a 5,000-
gallon tank.  Water is distributed to three (3) troughs throughout the upland grassland areas.   
 
Corrals are located adjacent to Lobitos Road and are in good condition. 
 
Natural Resource Management: 
Grassland resources on the October Farm property are typical of the San Mateo coast, with the 
grasslands dominated primarily by non-native European grasses.  The presence of invasive 
vegetation is a concern, including thistles and moderate to severe impacts from brush 
encroachment into the grasslands.  Control of invasive vegetation is recommended, including 
coyote brush, to protect and enhance grassland habitat.  The District and the current grazing 
tenant are working to control noxious vegetation on October Farm through the District’s 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program. 
 
October Farm contains two (2) stock ponds, one seasonal pond in the grazing area and one 
perennial pond located on the other side of Lobitos Road in a portion of the preserve that is not 
accessible to livestock grazing.  Both stock ponds have the potential to support rare aquatic 
wildlife species.   Some rare wildlife species that have been identified within the grassland areas 
of the Preserve include burrowing owl and American badger, both of which use California 
ground squirrel burrows throughout the grassland areas.  The grasslands provide quality forage 
for migratory birds.  
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FISCAL IMPACT   
 
Using the District’s current AUM rate of $16.05 per AUM and an estimated annual stocking rate 
of 186 AUMs, annual revenue generated by the grazing lease will be approximately $2,985.00.    
   
BOARD COMMITTEE REVIEW 
 
Board committee review was not required for this item. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE   
 
Public notice was provided as required by the Brown Act.  
 
CEQA COMPLIANCE   
 
Project Description 
The project consists of amending the District’s Preliminary Use and Management Plan for the 
October Farm portion of the Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve to allow the 
continuation of cattle grazing under specific prescriptions and rangeland management practices 
set forth in the Rangeland Management Plan (Plan) and the District’s future award of a long-term 
lease with a grazing tenant. Due to its location within the Coastside Protection Area, the project 
incorporates all of the San Mateo County Coastal Annexation Final Environmental Impact 
(FEIR) mitigation measures that apply to agricultural land management within the Coastside 
Protection Area and is subject to the FEIR mitigation monitoring program. 
 
The Plan provides the District and the District’s grazing lessee(s) with guidance for management 
practices for soil and water conservation, pest, and erosion control for the 168-acre grassland and 
shrubland portions of the October Farm property that are used for conservation grazing land 
operations.  Conservation management practices components include specific recommendations 
for: livestock grazing and rangeland management; livestock and wildlife water development; 
livestock and wildlife fencing maintenance; land management; roads and infrastructure 
maintenance; and wildlife, water quality and habitat management. 
 
No change of use would occur as a result of implementing this Plan since the current grazing 
practices on the property would continue. The Plan would facilitate the approval of a long-term 
lease for the grazing operations and would be included as an amendment to the District’s 2012 
Preliminary Use and Management Plan, associated with the property acquisition. 
 
CEQA Determination 
The District concludes that this project will not have a significant effect on the environment. It is 
categorically exempt from CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act) under Article 19, 
Sections 15301, 15302, 15304 of the CEQA Guidelines as follows: 
 
Section 15301 exempts operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor 
alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or 
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at the 
time of the lead agency’s determination. The proposed plan recommends maintenance of the 
existing roads for erosion control including placement of water bars, rip rap, and straw bales, 
when needed. The road and road infrastructure maintenance are covered activities under an 
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existing Routine Maintenance Agreement with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
and San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board.  The project incorporates the 
District’s approved Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Program and Environmental Impact 
Report mitigation measures for invasive pest species management.  The proposed plan also calls 
for maintenance of existing native plants by mowing. Under the proposed plan, there will be no 
expansion of use, and the property will be operated under a long-term lease.  
 
Section 15302 exempts construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or 
structures. The proposed plan recommends installation of one new 5,000-gallon water tank, one 
new water trough, and a connecting line within the upland grasslands of an existing pasture.  
 
Section 15304 exempts minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or 
vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or 
agricultural purposes. Section 15304(a) exempts grading on land with a slope of less than 10 
percent, except that grading shall not be exempt in a waterway, in any wetland, in an officially 
designated scenic area, or in officially mapped areas of severe geologic hazard as delineated by 
the State Geologist. Section 15304(b) exempts new landscaping, and 15304(f) exempts minor 
trenching and backfilling where the surface is restored. The proposed plan recommendation to 
install the new 5,000-gallon water tank, one new water trough, a connecting line, and minor 
fencing will involve minor grading, trenching, and backfilling. The proposed plan also calls for 
the reseeding of disturbed areas to prevent erosion. This work will not involve removal of 
healthy, mature, scenic trees, and will not occur in a waterway, any wetland, an officially 
designated scenic area, or in an officially mapped area of severe geologic hazard.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
Pending Board approval of the General Manager’s recommendations, staff will implement the 
Rangeland Management Plan and develop a long-term grazing lease for management of October 
Farm.  
   
Attachments   

1. Map  
2. October Farm Grazing Management Plan 

 
Responsible Department Head:  
Kirk Lenington, Manager, Natural Resources Department 
 
Prepared by: 
Clayton Koopmann, Resource Management Specialist II 
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